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GUDIANCE FOR PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS SEEKING LICENSURE BY
ENDORSEMENT

In accordance with its authority pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 3-1204.08(1) and (2) the Board
of Professional Counseling (Board) hereby adopts this policy interpreting the license
endorsement provision enumerated at D.C. Official Code § 3-1207.10.

D.C. Code § 3-1205.07 defines “endorsement” as the process of issuing a license to an applicant
who is licensed by a state board and recognized by the Board as a qualified professional
according to standards that were the substantial equivalent at the time of the licensing to the
standards for that profession set forth in the District and who has continually remained in good
standing with the state board from the date of licensure until the date of licensure in the District.

In particular, D.C. Code § 3-1207.10 authorizes the Board to license by endorsement a
professional counselor who is currently licensed in another state in good standing and has:

(1) Engaged in independent professional counseling practice providing clinical counseling
for at least 5 years pursuant to such license; or

(2) Held an independent professional counseling license for at least 3 years and possesses the
National Certified Counseling credential issued by the National Board of Certified
Counselors.

Until regulations are promulgated to address the professional counseling endorsement pathway,
the Board hereby adopts the interpretation and policy that an applicant who is licensed in another
state in good standing and has engaged in independent professional counseling for at least five
years shall be deemed to meet the requirements for licensure.

Accordingly, an endorsement applicant must provide documentation of possessing a Master’s
degree in counseling or a related field from an accredited institution and either five (5) years of
independent professional counseling practice with a licensure in good standing or three (3) years
of independent professional counseling practice with a National Certified Counseling credential



issues by the National Board of Certified Counselors. Such applicants are not required to provide
supervised experience forms of evidence of completion of a 700-hour internship or practicum.

All inquiries pertaining to the practice of professional counseling may be directed to the Board at
dcbopc@dc.gov.
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