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5600   APPROVAL OF NURSING PROGRAMS 

 
5600.1 Pre-licensure, RN-to-BSN, or advanced practice nursing programs shall not 

operate in the District of Columbia without approval by the Board of Nursing 

(Board). This chapter sets forth the requirements and standards that a nursing 

education program in the District must meet to obtain approval by the Board, 

and the standards and procedures by which the Board shall approve, deny, or 

withdraw approval from a program. 

 

5600.2 The approval status of a nursing education program in the District may be initial, 

full, or conditional.  The nursing education program shall publicize the approval 

status of the program to its students and shall display its approval certificate 

conspicuously. 

 

5600.3 Chapter 40 (Health Occupations: General Rules), Chapter 41 (Health 

Occupations: Administrative Procedures), Chapter 54 (Registered Nursing), 

Chapter 55 (Practical Nursing), Chapter 57 (Certified Registered Nurse-

Anesthetists), Chapter 58 (Nurse-Midwives), Chapter 59 (Nurse-Practitioners), 

and Chapter 60 (Clinical Nurse Specialist) of this title supplement this chapter. 
 

 

5601  INITIAL APPROVAL 
 

5601.1 A college or university seeking initial approval of a nursing education 

program shall submit to the Board the following information: 
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(a) A statement of intent to establish a pre-licensure, RN-to-BSN, or 

advanced practice nursing education program, including name of 

owners and organization; 

 

(b) A proposal which includes documentation of the following 

information: 

 

(1) The present and future need for the program and the need for the 

specified level nurses in the District, including identification of 

potential students and employment opportunities for graduates; 

 

(2) The potential impact on other nursing education programs in 

the area (e.g. clinical placements, faculty, and students); 

 

(3) The organizational structure of the controlling college or 

university documenting the relationship of the program within 

that institution; 

 

(4) The licensure status of the controlling college or university by 

the District of Columbia Higher Education Licensure 

Commission including accreditation status by a regional 

accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

 

(5) The purpose, mission, and level of the program, including the 

method of education delivery; 

 

(6) The availability of qualified administrators and faculty pursuant 

to the qualifications established under this chapter; 

 

(7) The hiring procedures for ensuring that administrators and 

faculty will meet the requirements of this chapter; 

 

(8) The budgeted faculty positions; 

 

(9) The source and description of adequate clinical resources for 

the anticipated student population and program level, along 

with an attached Board of Nursing clinical verification form; 

 

(10) The virtual lab or campus lab space and equipment, and an 

indication of the maximum number of students permitted in the 

lab in one session; 

 

(11) Adequate academic facility and staff for campus-based 

programs, including instructional and administrative staff to 

support the program; 
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(12) Evidence of financial resources adequate for the planning, 

implementation, and continuation of the program; 

 

(13) A description of the anticipated student population and 

enrollment; 

 

(14) The tentative time schedule for planning and initiating the 

program; 

 

(15) The admission criteria and procedures; 

 

(16) The progression criteria and procedures; 

 

(17) The graduation criteria and procedures; 

 

(18) A curriculum plan including framework, program objectives, 

and list of all courses; and 

 

(19) A systematic plan for evaluation of the program; and 

 

(c) Submit a non-refundable application fee of ten thousand dollars 

($10,000). 

 

5601.2 If the Board approves the proposal, the Board shall request the following 

information from the applicant: 

 

(a) A curriculum vitae for the appointed nurse administrator and program 

coordinator for programs as applicable; 

 

(b) A curriculum vitae for each faculty member who meets the regulatory 

requirements and the intent of the program;   

 

(c) A syllabus for each nursing course, which includes a course 

description, course or clinical objectives, prerequisites, course outline, 

and grading criteria; and  

 

(d) A Student Handbook that includes nursing student policies for 

admission, progression, retention, and graduation. 

 

5601.3 The Board shall conduct a site visit or, if applicable, a joint site visit with the 

District of Columbia Higher Education Licensure Commission. 

 

5601.4 The Board may grant initial approval to a newly established program upon 

receipt of evidence that the relevant standards and requirements of this 

chapter are being met. 
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5601.5 The Board may grant approval to RN-to-BSN programs currently operating in 

the District of Columbia and seeking to continue operation contingent on the 

occurrence of the following: 

 

(a) The program shall, within ninety (90) days of the effective date of 

these provisions, submit to the Board a statement of intent in 

accordance with § 5601.1(a) to seek Board approval for the program; 

 

(b) Following or concurrent with the submission of a statement of intent in 

accordance with paragraph (a) above, the program shall submit, no later 

than one hundred eighty (180) days from the effective date of these 

provisions, a proposal in accordance with § 5601.1(b) and a non-

refundable application fee of five thousand dollars ($5,000); and 

 

(c) After conducting a site visit in accordance with §5601.3, the Board 

determines that the program meets the requirements of this chapter and 

merits an initial approval. 

 

5601.6 Following or concurrent with the submission of a statement of intent in 

accordance with § 5601.5, the program shall submit, within one hundred 

eighty (180) days of the effective date of these provisions, a proposal in 

accordance with § 5601.1(b) and a non-refundable application fee of five 

thousand dollars ($5,000). 

 

5601.7 The Board shall conduct a site visit of programs identified in §§ 5601.5 and 6 

in accordance with § 5601.3 and may grant initial approval in accordance with 

§ 5601.4. 

 

 

5602   DENIAL OF INITIAL APPROVAL 
 

5602.1  The Board may deny initial approval for any of the following reasons:  

 

(a) Failure to hire a nurse administrator who meets the qualifications of this 

chapter; 

 

(b)       Failure to hire faculty who meet the qualifications of this chapter; 

 

(c) Facility’s learning environment does not meet the educational needs of 

students or accommodate the specified number of students; 

 

(d) Identified clinical facilities or simulation laboratory are inadequate to 

meet the requirements of this chapter or  program’s clinical objectives; 
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(e) Incongruence among program’s framework, objectives, courses, and 

course objectives; 

 

(f) Noncompliance with Nursing Education Standards of Practice; and  

 

(g)       Noncompliance with any of the regulations in this chapter.  
 

 

5603   FULL APPROVAL 

 
5603.1 The Board may grant full approval to a program after initial approval 

provided that the program meets the following applicable standards: 

 

(a) The percentage of the program’s National Council Licensure 

Examination (NCLEX) pass rate is at least eighty percent (80%) for 

first time test takers in pre-licensure programs; 

 

(b) The percentage of the program's certification pass rate is at least eighty 

percent (80%) for first time test takers in advanced practice registered 

nursing programs; 

 

(c) A self-evaluation report by the nursing administrator, following the 

graduation of the first class, indicates compliance with the provisions 

of this chapter; 

 

(d) The program has received accreditation from a national nursing 

accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

 

(e) The controlling educational institution has received accreditation from 

a regional accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Department 

of Education; 

 

(f) The program has demonstrated continued ability to meet the standards 

and requirements of this chapter; and 

 

(g) Demonstrated compliance with the requirements of this chapter during 

the site visit. 

 

5603.2 In order to maintain full approval a program shall demonstrate the following:  

 

(a) The annual pass rate for first time test takers on the licensure or 

certification examination is not less than eighty percent (80%); 

 

(b)       The annual program reports that meet requirements of this chapter; and 
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(c) The accreditation status that verifies the program meets requirements 

of this chapter.  

 

5603.3 The Board shall maintain a list of approved programs. The list shall be 

maintained up to date on the Department’s Internet website.  The list shall 

also be compiled and published annually and available to the public upon 

request.   

 

 

5604  REPEALED. 
 

 

5605  CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 

  
5605.1 The Board may place a program with initial approval on conditional approval 

status for any of the following: 

 

(a) The percentage of the NCLEX pass rate is less than eighty percent 

(80%) for first-time test takers in pre-licensure programs; 

 

(b) The certification pass rate is less than eighty percent (80%) for first 

time test takes in advanced practice programs; 

 

(c) The program has not received accreditation from a national nursing 

accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

 

(d) The controlling educational institution awarding the relevant degrees 

or diplomas does not have accreditation from a regional accrediting 

organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education; 

 

(e) The program failed to demonstrate continued ability to meet the 

standards and requirements of this chapter; or 

 

(f) The program failed to demonstrate compliance with the requirements 

of this chapter during the site visit. 

 

5605.2  Conditional approval status denotes that certain conditions must be met within 

a designated time period for the program to be granted full approval.   

 

5605.3 A Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) or Advanced Practice that has been 

granted conditional approval shall be allotted a maximum of four (4) years to 

correct deficiencies for the purpose of being granted full approval.   
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5605.4 An associate degree (AD) or RN-to-BSN program that has been granted 

conditional approval shall be allotted a maximum of three (3) years to correct 

deficiencies for the purpose of being granted full approval.  

 

5605.5 A Practical Nurse (PN) program that has been granted conditional approval 

shall be allotted a maximum of two (2) years to correct deficiencies for the 

purpose of being granted full approval.   

     

5605.6 Under conditional approval status, the program may continue to operate while 

correcting the identified deficiencies and working toward meeting the 

conditions for full approval.   

     

5605.7 The first year that the annual licensure or certification pass rate for first time 

test takers is less than eighty percent (80%): 

 

(a) The Board shall send a written notice to the program of the following: 

 

(1) The program has failed to meet the requirements and standards 

of this chapter; and 

 

(2) The program will be placed on conditional approval status for 

an allotted time pursuant to § 5605.3. 

 

 

(b) The program’s nurse administrator shall submit to the Board, within 

sixty (60) calendar days from receipt of the Board’s written notice, the 

following: 

 

(1) A report analyzing aspects of the education program, 

identifying areas believed to be contributing to the unacceptable 

performance; and 

 

(2) An action plan to correct the deficiencies, to be approved by the          

Board. 

 

5605.8 The Board may place limitations on the admittance of students where the pass 

rate for a program’s first-time test takers falls below eighty percent (80%). 

 

5605.9 The second successive year that the pass rate for a program’s first-time 

licensure or certification test takers is less than eighty percent (80%), the 

program’s nurse administrator shall submit to the Board, within ninety (90) 

calendar days or the time period specified by the board from receipt of the 

Board’s written notice, the following: 

 

(a) Proof that the program has obtained the services of an external 

consultant, to be approved by the Board; 
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(b) A report that is based on the findings of the consultant, which analyzes 

all aspects of the education program and identifies areas that 

contributed to the unacceptable performance; and 

 

(c) An action plan to correct the deficiencies, to be approved by the Board.  

 

5605.10 After the Board determines that a program is out of compliance with the 

requirements and standards of this chapter, the Board may, in its discretion, 

prohibit a program that has conditional approval status from admitting new 

students until the program has been restored to full approval status. The 

program shall be given ninety (90) days’ notice. 

 

5605.11 Students who graduate from conditionally accredited programs shall be 

eligible to take the NCLEX in the District of Columbia and upon passing the 

examination licensed in the District of Columbia. 

 

5605.12 If the program fails to meet the specified conditions within the designated 

time period, the Board may withdraw approval and the program shall be 

removed from the Board’s list of approved programs. 

 

5605.13 The Board may perform or assign a designee to perform announced or 

unannounced visits of the facility at any point during their conditional 

approval status to determine the program’s compliance or its ability to do so.    

 

 

5606 WITHDRAWAL OF APPROVAL FOLLOWING 

CONDITIONAL APPROVAL STATUS 
 

5606.1 The Board may withdraw approval of the program upon its determination that 

the program is or has been unable to meet or maintain the requirements and 

standards of this chapter based on  any of the following factors:  

 

(a) Failure to hire a nurse administrator who meets the qualifications of 

this chapter; 

 

(b) Failure to hire faculty who meet the qualifications of this chapter; 

 

(c) Noncompliance with the program’s stated philosophy, program design, 

objectives, outcomes, or policies;  

 

(d) Failure to implement the approved curriculum; 

 

(e) Failure to maintain the required licensure or certification pass rate for 

first-time test takers; 
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(f) Failure to obtain or maintain accreditation from a regional accrediting 

organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education;  

 

(g) Failure to obtain or maintain accreditation by a national nursing 

accrediting organization recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

 

(h) Failure to submit records and reports to the Board in a timely manner; 

 

(i) Failure to correct identified deficiencies within the allotted time 

period; 

 

(j) Noncompliance with any of the regulations in this chapter; or 

 

(k) Other activities or situations, as determined by the Board, that indicate 

a program is not meeting the legal requirements and standards of this 

chapter. 

5606.2  Before the Board withdraws approval of a program, the Board shall Issue a Notice 

of Intended Action to the program notifying the program that the Board intends to 

withdraw approval of the program and the reasons for the action.  

 

5606.3 Before the Board withdraws approval of a program, the program has a right to a 

hearing. 

 

5606.4 The Board shall send notice to the Higher Education Licensing Commission of 

the Board’s intention to withdraw approval.  

 

5606.5 The program shall provide its current student population and applicants with 

immediate  notice of the Board’s intended action, which shall include mailings 

and public postings on the premises and on their website.  

 

5606.6 If requested by the Board or by students, the program shall provide its current 

student population with information and assistance for transferring to another 

nursing education program. 

 

5606.7        After the Board has withdrawn approval of a program, the Board shall provide 

notice of the withdrawal to the District of Columbia Higher Education Licensure 

Commission.     

 

5606.8 The effective date of the withdrawal of approval shall be the date the Board 

publishes on its website the final decision which shall notify the public of the 

withdrawal of approval. The Board may, at its discretion, postpone the effective 

date of the withdrawal of approval until the end of a current semester, when it 

determines such to be in the best interests of the program’s graduating class or 

students. 
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5606.9  If the program appeals the Board’s decision to the District of Columbia Court of 

Appeals, the effective date of the withdrawal of approval shall not be stayed 

pending appeal, but may be changed pursuant to an order of the Court of Appeals.     

 

5606.10 The Board may designate persons to conduct an unannounced visit to the facility 

to ensure that the educational institution has not continued to operate the nursing 

education program or admit students after the effective date of the approved 

withdrawal. 

 

5606.11  Within thirty (30) days after receipt of notice that approval has been withdrawn, 

the nurse administrator or school administrator shall submit to the Board a written 

plan for termination of the program.  The plan shall include: 

 

(a)   A plan for the current students that include completion of the program and 

transfer of students to other approved programs within a time frame 

established by the Board; and   

 

(a) A plan outlining the arrangements made for storage and retrieval of the 

permanent records of the students, graduates, and faculty. 

 

5606.12  Students enrolled in a program and graduating from the program prior to, or up to, 

the effective date of the withdrawal of approval shall be permitted to take the 

licensure examination in the District of Columbia; and upon passing and 

completion of other licensure requirements shall be licensed in the District of 

Columbia. 

 

5606.13 The educational institution of a nursing program whose approval was withdrawn 

may apply to the Board for initial approval of a new program pursuant to § 5601 

and shall disclose the name of the program under which it previously operated. 

 

5606.14 A program aggrieved by a final decision of the Board may appeal the decision to 

the District of Columbia Court of Appeals in accordance with the District of 

Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, D.C. Official Code §§ 2-501 et seq. 

 
5606.15 Students graduating from the program prior to, or up to, the effective date of the 

withdrawal of accreditation shall be allowed to sit for the NCLEX in the District 

of Columbia and upon passing, be licensed in the District of Columbia. 

 

 

5607 ANNUAL REVIEW AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 

5607.1 The Board shall conduct an annual review of all nursing education programs.   

A program approval that has not been reviewed and approved at the board-

specified annual review shall expire.  
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5607.2 Each program seeking annual review shall submit an annual report on the 

forms provided and pay the renewal fee.  

 

5607.3 The following changes may not be made to a program without an express 

approval from the Board: 

      

(a) A change in the approved nurse administrator or program coordinator. 

The program shall submit proof that the new nurse administrator or 

coordinator meets the requirements of this chapter; 

  

(b) A change in the length of the program; or  

 

(c) A change in the method of education delivery. 

 

5607.4 The nurse administrator or coordinator of a program shall ensure that all 

official communication between the program and the accrediting organization 

is provided to the Board within thirty (30) days of receipt or submission.  This 

requirement includes, evidence of accreditation status or change in the 

accreditation status of both the controlling institution and the nursing 

education program, scheduled site visits, and accreditation reports.  The 

administrator shall arrange a joint site visit with the accrediting organization 

upon the Board’s request.  

 

5607.5 Students shall be entitled to access the program policies and services.  The 

notice concerning program approval status by the Board shall be posted and 

visible to students. 

 

5607.6 Programs shall make the following available to students: 

 

(a) A written statement of students’ rights and responsibilities including 

admission, progression, graduation, and licensing requirements; 

 

(b) A written policy on grievance procedures and a mechanism for 

resolution;  

 

(c) Guidance and advisement counseling services; and 

 

(d) Academic counseling for students who are failing. 

 

5607.7            The educational institution operating the nursing education program shall 

determine whether a student possesses spoken and written competency in 

English, prior to the student beginning the nursing program.  

  

5607.8 Programs shall have admission standards to ensure that each student possess 

the educational skills and competency to successfully complete the nursing 

education program prior to the student beginning the nursing program.   
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5607.9 Pre-licensure programs that require passing an exit examination as a 

requirement for completion of final course in program or for graduation shall: 

 

(a) Select exit examinations that have established reliability and validity, 

or have been normed; 

 

(b) Inform students in writing upon admission to the program of the 

requirement and the required passing score; 

 

(c) Have administered standardized examination throughout the program; 

 

(d) Provide remediation for students who are unable to pass standardized 

examinations that prevent progression; 

 

(e) Perform analysis and correlations of students’ performance on course 

standardized examination with students’ performance in courses; and 

 

(f) Develop a remediation program for the student who has satisfactorily 

progressed in the program but is unable to pass the standardized exit 

examination and unable to complete the final course or graduate from 

the program. The plan shall be in writing and placed in student’s file. 

 

5607.10 If an institution decides to close the program, the nurse administrator or 

program coordinator shall, ninety (90) days before closure:  

 

(a) Notify the Board of its intent;  

 

(b) Provide the date and reason for closing; 

 

(c) Submit to the Board its plan for the disposition of the records of the 

students and graduates;  

 

(d) Provide to the Board the name and position title of the individual to be 

responsible for the records, and the name and address of the agency in 

which the records will be located; and  

 

(e) Provide evidence to the Board that the program’s current students have 

been given timely notice of the program’s intent and provided 

assistance for transferring to another nursing program. 
 

 

5608 NURSING EDUCATION STANDARDS 

 

5608.1 This section applies to practical, associate degree, baccalaureate, RN-to-BSN, 

and entry-level master degree nursing education programs.  All such nursing 
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education programs shall be accredited by a national nursing accrediting 

organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  A newly 

established program shall apply for such accreditation as soon as it becomes 

eligible. 

 

5608.2 Upon becoming eligible for accreditation, the nursing education program shall 

pursue accreditation and shall provide evidence of current accreditation from a 

national nursing accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of 

Education within twenty-four (24) months of eligibility. 

 

5608.3 A nursing education program shall be part of and under control of a college or 

university that has accreditation by a regional accrediting organization recognized 

by the U.S. Department of Education. 

 

5608.4 Notwithstanding the requirement of § 5608.3, a nursing education program 

already approved as of the effective date of this rulemaking shall have up to 

five (5) years from the effective date of these provisions to become a part of a 

college or university that has accreditation by a regional accrediting 

organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. 

 

5608.5 All nursing education programs shall meet the following standards: 

 

(a) The purpose and outcomes of the nursing program shall be consistent with 

accepted standards of nursing practice appropriate for graduates of the 

type of nursing program offered; 

 

(b) The input of stakeholders shall be considered in developing, revising, and 

evaluating the purpose and outcomes of the program; 

 

(c) The nursing program shall implement a comprehensive, systematic plan 

for ongoing evaluation that is based on program outcomes and 

incorporates continuous improvement; 

 

(d) The curriculum shall provide diverse didactic and clinical learning 

experiences consistent with program outcomes; 

 

(e) Faculty and students shall participate in program planning, 

implementation, evaluation and continuous improvement; 

 

(f) The nursing program administrator shall be a professionally and 

academically qualified registered nurse with institutional authority and 

administrative responsibility for the program; 
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(g) Professionally, academically, and clinically qualified nurse faculty shall be 

sufficient in number and expertise to accomplish program outcomes and 

quality improvement; 

 

(h) The fiscal, human, physical, clinical, and technical learning resources shall 

be adequate to support program processes, security and outcomes;  

   

(i) Program information communicated by the nursing program shall be 

accurate, complete, consistent and readily available; and  

 

(j) There shall be sufficient number of qualified faculty to meet the outcomes 

and purposes of the nursing education program. 

 

5608.6 Administrator qualifications for programs leading to a practical nurse license shall 

include: 

 

(a) An active District of Columbia Registered Nurse (RN) license in good 

standing and without restrictions or conditions; 

 

(b) Minimum of a graduate degree in nursing; 

 

(c) Minimum of five (5) years of progressive experience in teaching and 

knowledge of learning principles for adult education, including nursing 

curriculum development, program administration and evaluation; and 

 

(d) A current knowledge of nursing practice at the practical nurse or associate 

degree registered nurse level. 

 

5608.7 Administrator qualifications for an associate, baccalaureate, including RN-to-

BSN, or direct-entry master’s degree program shall include: 

 

(a) An active District of Columbia RN license in good standing and 

without restrictions or conditions; 

 

(b) A doctoral degree in nursing, or a graduate degree in nursing and a 

doctoral degree in a related field;  

 

(c) Minimum of five (5) years of progressive experience in nursing 

education, teaching and knowledge of learning principles for adult 
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education, including nursing curriculum development, administration, 

and evaluation; and 

 

(d) A current knowledge of nursing practice at the registered nursing level. 

 

5608.8 Faculty qualifications for programs leading to a practical nurse license shall 

include:   

 

(a) An active District of Columbia RN license in good standing and without 

restrictions or conditions;  

  

(b) Being academically and experientially qualified with a minimum of a 

graduate degree in nursing, or a bachelor’s degree in nursing with a 

graduate degree in a related field; 

 

(c) Knowledge of teaching and learning principles for adult education, 

including nursing curriculum development and course evaluation; and 

 

(d) A minimum of two (2) years of patient care experience.  

 

5608.9 Pursuant to § 5608.8, fifty percent (50%) of full-time and part-time faculty shall 

have a graduate degree in nursing. 

 

5608.10 Faculty qualifications for associate, baccalaureate, including RN-to-BSN, and 

direct-entry master’s degree programs shall include: 

 

(a) An active District of Columbia RN license in good standing and 

without restrictions or conditions;  

  

(b) Academic qualifications which include a minimum of a graduate 

degree in nursing;  

 

(c) Knowledge of teaching and learning principles for adult education, 

including nursing curriculum development and course evaluation; and 

 

(d) A minimum of two (2) years of patient care experience.  

 

5608.11 The Board may waive specific requirements of § 5608.10 for good cause if it 

determines that a waiver does not impair or adversely affect the quality of the 

offered education. 

 

5608.12 The criteria for selecting a preceptor shall be in writing and shall include the 

following: 
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(a) The method of selecting clinical preceptors; 

 

(b) The orientation of clinical preceptors; 

 

(c) The objectives or outcomes of the preceptorship;  

 

(d) Possession of nursing education at or above the level of the program; 

and 

 

(e) A system for monitoring and evaluating the student’s learning 

experiences. 

 

5608.13       The faculty shall verify that a student possesses the necessary clinical 

competency prior to placing him or her with a clinical preceptor.   

 

5608.14      A clinical preceptor in District of Columbia health facilities shall have an 

active District of Columbia nursing license in good standing and without 

restrictions or conditions and shall be authorized to practice at the level in 

which the student is being trained or higher. 

 

5608.15 Curriculum of the nursing education program shall enable the student to 

develop the nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for the level, 

scope and standards of competent nursing practice expected at the level of 

licensure.  

 

5608.16 Curriculum shall be revised as necessary to maintain a program that reflects 

advances in health care and its delivery. 

 

5608.17 The curriculum of all nursing education programs, shall include: 

 

(a) Evidence-based learning experiences and methods of instruction, 

including distance education methods, consistent with the written 

curriculum plan; 

 

(b) Coursework including, but not limited to: 

 

(1) Content in the biological, social, and behavioral sciences to 

provide a foundation for safe and effective nursing practice; 

 

(2) Content regarding professional responsibilities, legal and 

ethical issues, history and trends in nursing and health care; and 

 

(3) Content in the prevention of illness and the promotion, 

restoration, and maintenance of health, and end of life care in 
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patients across the lifespan and from diverse cultural, ethnic, 

social, and economic backgrounds. 

 

5608.18 In addition to the requirements of § 5608.17, nursing education programs 

leading to a baccalaureate or higher degree shall include courses in: 

 

(a) Physical science; 

 

(b) Research and evidence-based practices; 

 

(c) Health assessment; and 

 

(d) Pathophysiology. 

 

5608.19 In addition to the requirements of §§ 5608.17 and 5608.18, nursing education 

programs leading to a baccalaureate or higher degree shall include coursework 

in: 

 

(a) Gerontological perspectives and the care of the older adult; and 

 

(b) Community/populations and global perspectives on health care. 

 

5608.20   In addition to the requirements of § 5608.17, the curriculum of pre-licensure 

nursing education programs shall include faculty-supervised clinical practice 

to occur in a variety of clinical settings and shall include: 

 

(a) Integrating patient safety principles throughout the didactic and 

clinical experiences; 

 

(b) Implementing evidence-based practice and patient values, including 

skills to identify and apply best practices to nursing care; 

 

(c) Collaborating with inter-professional teams through open 

communication, mutual respect, and shared decision-making; 

 

(d) Participating in quality improvement processes and monitoring patient 

care outcomes; and 

 

(e) Using information technology to communicate, mitigate error, and 

support decision- making; 

 

(f)  Developing skills in direct patient care; 

 

(g) Making clinical judgments; 

 

(h) Caring and managing individuals and groups across the lifespan; 
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(i) Measuring students’ competencies that focus on demonstration of care 

management and decision-making skills when providing care; 

 

(j) When appropriate to the level of education, the delegating and 

supervising of other health care providers; 

 

(k) All student clinical experiences with preceptors; and 

 

(l) The following minimum number of hours: 

 

(1) A minimum of six hundred and fifty (650) clinical hours for 

programs leading to the registered nurse license; or 

 

(2) A minimum of six hundred (600) clinical hours for programs 

leading to the practical nurse license. 

 

5608.21 Nursing education programs leading to a practical nurse license shall include 

supervised clinical experiences in the following areas:   

 

(a) Foundations; 

 

(b) Medical nursing; 

 

(c) Psychiatric and mental health nursing; 

 

(d) Pediatric nursing; 

 

(e) Community or home care; and 

 

(f) Long-term care. 

 

5608.22 Programs leading to a registered nurse license shall include supervised clinical 

experiences in the following areas: 

 

(a) Foundations; 

 

(b) Medical nursing; 

 

(c) Surgical nursing; 

 

(d) Maternal and newborn health; 

 

(e) Pediatric nursing; 

 

(f) Psychiatric and mental health nursing; 
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(g) Community health;  

 

(h) Acute care; and 

 

(i) Long-term services. 

 

5608.23 RN-to-BSN programs shall include clinical experiences in the following 

areas: 

 

(a) Community/population health; and 

 

(b) Systems leadership and information management. 

 

5608.24       Campus laboratory experiences shall provide attainment of psychomotor 

skills and clinical decision making in the care of patients. 

 

5608.25       The ratio of credit hours to laboratory hours shall not exceed one to three 

(1:3). 

 

5608.26      Not more than fifty percent (50%) of the required clinical experiences may be 

replaced by clinical simulations with the following requirements: 

 

(a) The use of high-fidelity computerized mannequins or standardized 

patients in courses beyond foundations; 

 

(b) Debriefing, using education theory;   

 

(c) Conducted by faculty with training in clinical simulations; and 

 

(d) The use of clinical simulations in the areas of maternal-newborn, 

medical-surgical, critical care, and pediatrics, and psychiatric mental 

health. 

 

 

5609 REPEALED. 

 

5610 ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSING 

EDUCATION STANDARDS 

 

5610.1  This section shall apply to advanced practice nursing education programs that 

prepare students for practice as nurse-anesthetists, nurse-midwives, nurse-

practitioners, or clinical nurse specialists. 
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5610.2 An advanced practice registered nursing education program shall operate within, 

or be affiliated with an accredited college or university that is authorized to award 

graduate degrees or post-graduate certificates. 

 

5610.3 To be eligible for approval, the advanced practice program shall be at the graduate 

or post-graduate level and have pre-accreditation or accreditation status.  

 

5610.4 A college or university desiring initial approval of an advanced practice nursing 

education program shall submit a proposal to the Board as set forth in § 5601.1(b) 

to establish an advanced practice nursing education program that prepares 

students for practice as nurse-anesthetists, nurse-midwives, nurse-practitioners, or 

clinical nurse specialists. 

 

5610.5 The nursing education program coordinator shall: 

 

(a) Be academically and experientially qualified in the role of the program 

offered;  

 

(b) Have a minimum of two (2) years of clinical experience as an advanced 

practice nurse;  

 

(c) Have a District of Columbia advanced practice registered nurse license in     

good standing;  

 

(d) Have a minimum of a doctoral degree in nursing and a current     

certification in the role and a population of the program; and 

 

(e) Have educational preparation and experience, in teaching and curriculum 

development or program administration at the graduate level. 

 

5610.6   The faculty shall: 

 

(a) Be registered nurses licensed and in good standing in the District of  

Columbia; 

 

(b) Have a minimum of a master’s degree in nursing: and  

 

(c) Meet the following additional qualification when teaching courses with 

 associated clinical: 

 

(1) Be academically and experientially qualified in the role and 

population  of the program offered; 

 

(2) Have a minimum of two (2) years of clinical experience as an 

advanced practice nurse; and 
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(3)  Have a District of Columbia advanced practice registered nurse 

(APRN) license in good standing.  

 

5610.7  Preceptors, when used for clinical in the District of Columbia, shall:  

 

(a) Hold an active license to practice as an APRN or physician that is not 

encumbered and practices in a comparable practice focus; and  

 

(b) Function as a supervisor and teacher and evaluates the individual’s 

performance in the clinical setting.    

 

5610.8 The program of study shall: 

 

(a) Be comprehensive and prepare the graduate with the core competencies 

for one (1) of the four (4) APRN roles and at least one of the six (6) foci; 

 

(b) Prepare the graduate to assume responsibility and accountability for health 

promotion and maintenance, as well as the assessment, diagnosis, and 

management of patient problems, including the use and prescription of 

pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions; 

 

(c) Include a minimum of three (3) separate core graduate-level courses in the 

following: 

 

(1) Advanced physiology/pathophysiology, including general                                                

principles that apply across the lifespan; 

 

(2)   Advanced health assessment, which includes assessment of all      

human systems, advanced assessment techniques, concepts and      

approaches; and  

 

(3)  Advanced pharmacology, which includes pharmacodynamics,        

pharmacokinetics, and pharmacotherapeutics of all broad 

categories of agents. 

 

(d) Include a minimum of five hundred (500) hours of supervised direct care 

clinical, with a minimum of fifty (50) minutes constituting one (1) hour.  

 

5610.9  A certification program preparing an APRN specialty practice shall: 

 

(a) Build upon and in addition to, the education and practice of the APRN role 

and population focus; 

 

(b) Not prepare beyond the scope of practice of the role or population; 

 

(c) Address a subset of the population-focus; and 
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(d) Be accredited by the nursing education accreditation organization. 

 

5610.10 APRN students shall be currently licensed to practice as a registered nurse in the 

District of Columbia prior to participation in clinical practice as a student. 

 
 

5611     CLINICAL PLACEMENT IN THE DISTRICT FROM 

PROGRAMS NOT APPROVED TO OPERATE IN THE 

DISTRICT 
 

5611.1 Distance learning pre-licensure or advanced practice programs offered by 

approved District of Columbia nursing programs must be approved by the Board 

of Nursing. 

 

5611.2            The distance learning program shall meet the same standards as the campus          

program. 

 

5611.3            The campus nursing programs shall have full approval by the Board. 

 

5611.4             Faculty supervising clinical experiences in other locations shall obtain licenses in          

those states, if required. 

 

5611.5             Faculty teaching didactic classes online in the distance learning program shall          

obtain licensure in the District of Columbia. 

 

5611.6 Programs desiring to seek approval for student nurse clinical placement in the 

District of Columbia shall meet the following standards: 

 

(a) Provide evidence of full approval by the Board of Nursing  in the state in 

which the institution is located; and 

 

(b) Provide evidence of current accreditation by a national nursing accrediting 

agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. 

 

5611.7 Faculty supervising preceptor guided clinical experiences in pre-licensure nursing    

programs shall meet the qualifications stated in §§ 5608.8 and 5608.10 of this 

chapter.  

 

5611.8 On-site supervision of preceptors used in clinical experiences with pre-licensure           

students shall occur a minimum of two (2) times within a semester. 

 

5611.9 Registered nurse students completing clinical experiences in the District of 

Columbia for advanced practice registered nursing programs must possess an 

active unencumbered license in the District of Columbia. 
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5699  DEFINITIONS  
 

5699.1 As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed: 

   

Act -   Health Occupation Revision Act of 1985 (“Act”), effective March 25, 

1986 (D.C. Law 6-99; D.C. Official Code §§ 3-1201.01 et seq.). 

 

Advanced practice program - a post-baccalaureate nursing education program at 

the master’s degree or doctoral degree level, whose purpose is to prepare 

students for practice as nurse-anesthetists, nurse-midwives, nurse-

practitioners, or clinical nurse specialists.   

 

Advanced practice registered nurse - a registered nurse who has completed an 

advanced practice nursing education program and has been licensed by the 

Board to practice as a nurse-anesthetist, nurse-midwife, nurse-practitioner, 

or clinical nurse specialist.  

 

Annual pass rate – see “pass rate”. 

 

Approval - Board approval to operate a basic nursing program or advanced 

practice nursing education program in the District of Columbia that is 

granted only after specified requirements, standards, and conditions have 

been met. 

 

Board - the Board of Nursing, established by § 204 of the District of Columbia 

Health Occupations Revision Act of 1985, effective March 25, 1986 (D.C. 

Law 6-99; D.C. Official Code § 3-1203.02(14)).  

 

Campus-based program – a nursing education program that requires in-person 

attendance for the majority of course offerings. 

 

Clinical experience - faculty planned and guided learning activities designed 

to assist students in meeting course objectives and to apply nursing 

knowledge and skills in the direct care of patients, including clinical 

conferences and planned learning activities in acute care facilities, and 

other community resources. 

 

Clinical simulations - advanced laboratory experiences for students that mimic 

actual clinical experiences. They include the use of medium or high 

fidelity mannequins, and scenarios or case studies and reflection to 

enhance learning. 

 

Conditional approval - the approval status that is granted, for a time period 

specified by the Board, to a nursing program to correct deficiencies when 
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the nursing program has failed to meet or maintain the requirements and 

standards of this chapter. 

 

Controlling institution - a college, university, public agency, or institution is 

responsible for the administration and operation of a nursing program in 

the District. 

 

Direct-entry master’s degree program -  A master’s degree program 

designed for students with a baccalaureate or higher degree pursuing 

RN license and not the advanced practice registered nurse license. 

 

District of Columbia Higher Education Licensure Commission - the District 

of Columbia government entity that issues licenses to and monitors 

compliance of postsecondary educational institutions and their agents 

operating in the District of Columbia; establishes minimum standards 

and criteria, rules, and regulations to ensure legitimacy of 

postsecondary institutions, and serves as the state approving agency for 

veterans' educational benefits. 

 

Exit Examination - a standardized test taken by a student to determine 

proficiency in nursing knowledge prior to graduation. 

 

Full approval -  the approval status that is granted to a program after the 

graduation of its first class and after the Board has determined that the 

requirements and standards of this chapter have been met. 

 

Initial approval -  the approval status that is granted to a newly established 

nursing program that has not graduated its first class. 

 

NCLEX - National Council of State Boards of Nursing Licensure Examination.  

 

Nurse Administrator - the person with the responsibility and authority for the 

administration and instructional activities of nursing education program 

(e.g. Dean, Chairperson, Director) 

 

Nursing process -  the problem solving techniques of assessment, planning, 

implementing, and evaluating a plan of care that requires technical and 

scientific knowledge, judgment, and decision-making skills. 

 

Nursing Program - any education program leading to a certificate, associate 

degree, or baccalaureate degree in nursing. 

 

Online nursing education program – a nursing education program that offers 

the majority of course instruction via internet or other distance modalities. 

 

Operate – actively admit students and offer courses. 
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Pass rate – NCLEX pass rates for first-time test takers-- in pre-licensure 

programs are calculated using the NCSBN’s reports for a one (1) year 

period from January 1 to December 31 for a program's graduates 

testing within one (1) year of graduation.  Certification pass rates for 

first-time test takers--- in advanced practice are determined based on 

the certifying organizations' prior calendar year pass rates and for a 

program's graduates testing within one (1) year of graduation. 

 

Practical nurse - a person licensed to practice practical nursing pursuant to 

Chapter 55 of this title. 

 

Preceptor -  a licensed health professional meeting the requirements of this 

chapter who provides clinical supervision to a nursing student in a 

practice setting to facilitate student learning in a manner specified in a 

signed written agreement between the facility or practice setting and 

the educational institution. 

 

Prelicensure program -  a nursing education program at the certificate, associate 

degree, or baccalaureate degree level, whose purpose is to prepare students 

for practice as practical or registered nurses. 

 

Program Coordinator - Faculty member responsible for planning, implementing 

and evaluating advanced practice nursing program. 

 

Registered nurse - a person licensed to practice registered nursing pursuant to 

Chapter 54 of this title. 

 

RN-to-BSN program – a nursing education program for registered nurses 

that is designed to build on the clinical and practical experiences of the 

registered nurse and provides the skills and knowledge of the 

baccalaureate-level registered nurses. 

 

Withdrawal of Approval - Board revocation of the approval to operate a nursing 

education program or advanced practice nursing education program within 

the District. 


