
The Washington, D.C. Regional Planning Commission on Health 
and HIV (COHAH) will invigorate planning for HIV prevention and 
care programs that will demonstrate effectiveness, innovation, 
accountability, and responsiveness to our community. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

RESEARCH & EVALUATION COMMITTEE (REC) 

MEETING AGENDA 
TUESDAY AUGUST 21, 2018 – 3:00PM TO 5:00PM 

DC HEALTH HEADQUARTERS - HAHSTA 

899 N. CAPITOL ST., NE; 4TH FLOOR; WASHINGTON, DC 20002 
 

Note: all times are approximate 

3:05 pm 
1. Call To Order and Moment of Silence 
2. Welcome and Introductions 

3:15 pm 3. Committee Leadership Appointment 

3:20 pm 4. Assessment of the Efficiency of the Administrative Mechanism for GY’27 

4:00 pm 5. DC Cohort Longitudinal HIV Study - Leah Varga, PhD 

4:45 pm 6. Needs Assessment – Volunteers Needed 

4:50 pm 7. Announcements and Adjournment 

NEXT RESEARCH & EVALUATION 

COMMITTEE (REC) MEETING: 

Tuesday September 18, 2018 

3:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE CALL INFORMATION: 

Dial In #:1-866-809-0886 
Participant Code:  8289221# 

 

http://www.dchealth.dc.gov/COHAH
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ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present Absent Guests Present Absent 

Wallace Corbett X   John Brooks X   

Derrick Cox X   Hellen Flores X   

Traci Dean X      

Demarc Hickson X      

Jenne Massie X      

Dennis McBride X      

Lenora McClain X      

Ka’leef Morse X      

      

      

      

      

HAHSTA/ Administrative 
Agent Representatives 

  HAHSTA Office   

Leah Varga X   Patrice Bailey X  

   Lamont Clark X  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESEARCH & EVALUATION COMMITTEE (REC) 

MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY – JULY 17, 2018 – 3:00PM TO 5:00PM 

DOH-HAHSTA - 899 N. CAPITOL ST., NE; 4TH
 FLOOR; WASHINGTON, DC 20002 
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 AGENDA 

Item  Discussion 

Call to Order 
Meeting called to order 3:15pm by Ka’leef M. followed by a moment of silence. 
Attendees introduced themselves.  

Review and 
Approval of the 
Agenda 

NA.  

Review and 
Approval of the 
Minutes 

NA 

Research & 
Evaluation 
Committee 
Leadership  

Demarc H. expressed interest in being Co-Chair for the committee. Lamont C. 
noted that Betelhem M. expressed interest in leadership of the committee. 
David H. also expressed interest in a leadership role. 

Research & 
Evaluation 
Committee 
Brainstorming 
Discussion  

Ka’leef M. began the meeting by discussing the structure and purpose of the 
committee, including the Assessment of the Efficiency of the Administrative 
Mechanism (AEAM).  

Ka’leef stressed to attendees that those who decide to be a part of the 
committee that they should take into consideration all of the suggestions they 
had for the Needs Assessment, and consider what, if any, other projects the 
committee would be involved in. He noted that they committee should always 
be aware of the shrinking of resources and the increase of the needs. He said 
committee members should think about two questions: 1) What are some topic 
areas and activities the committee should work on moving forward?, and 2) 
How will the work of the committee impact the overall goals of the Planning 
Commission as a whole? He stated that those who are interested in being a 
part of the committee should complete an application and be prepared to 
answer these questions. Next month the committee should start preparing the 
“roadmap” for the committee. 

 

Ka’leef encouraged members to consider becoming a part of the leadership 
team for the committee. 

Needs Assessment 
2018 

 

Leah V. gave an overview of the 2016-2017 Needs Assessment process and 
findings done by the Needs Assessment and Comprehensive Planning 
Committee of the Ryan White Planning Council. She noted that this new 
committee would likely look at creating a Needs Assessment around people 
who are not connected to care. She said she still has qualitative data that still 
needs to be analyzed from the 2016 – 2017 Needs Assessment. She 
discussed multiple aspects of the Needs Assessment including Provider 
Engagement (or lack thereof) and developing new relationship with DC Cohort. 
She noted that the Needs Assessment could be used as a guide for what to do 
and/or what not to do for the next assessment and that the fresh ideas from the 
new members were very much welcomed to the next process. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OTHER DISCUSSION 
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HANDOUTS 

 

 
 

 
 
 

MEETING 
ADJOURNED 

4:30 PM 

NEXT 
MEETING 

August 21, 2018 
DOH-HAHSTA 
899 N. Capitol St. NE; 4th Floor 
Washington, DC 20002 



D.C. Cohort Longitudinal HIV Study 

Please note the new URL for this information: http://go.gwu.edu/dccohort 

The DC Cohort is a longitudinal research project that will collect clinical data from approximately 10,000 

consenting HIV-infected outpatients receiving care at fifteen large treatment clinics in the District of 

Columbia. The DC Cohort is sponsored by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases (NIAID) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

The primary project goal is to improve the quality of care and treatment of HIV-infected patients at large 

clinics in the District of Columbia by: 

 Linking data from fifteen large treatment clinics to enable evaluation of HIV/AIDS care provided 

in the District of Columbia 

 Monitoring socio-demographic data, clinical status, and treatment regimens of HIV-infected 

patients in DC over time 

 Providing clinic sites with routine reports on their patient population that will enable them to 

benchmark and improve their standards of clinical care 

 Contributing to the research of emerging issues in the prevention, treatment, and long term 

effects of HIV/AIDS-infected persons. 

 Evaluating the impact of HIV screening and prevention programs in collaboration with the DC 

Department of Health 

The project's scientific objectives are to contribute to the knowledge regarding HIV-infected patients 

and their treatment through: 

 Evaluating the outcomes of HIV treatment regimens over time 

 Examining resistance patterns over time in relationship to treatment patterns and patient 

characteristics 

 Assessing the extent and impact of co-morbidities, such as hepatitis, diabetes, lipidemia, and 

STDs, on clinical outcomes 

 Advancing research on emerging issues in HIV and its treatment 

 

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://dchealth.dc.gov/
http://dchealth.dc.gov/
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