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DC Health EMS Cold Exposure Case Definition 

An emergency medical services (EMS) incident reported to the District of Columbia EMS State 

Repository will be counted as a cold-exposure or hypothermia case if the incident meets at least one of 

the inclusion criteria (Table 1) and none of the exclusion criteria (Table 2).  

 Table 1. District of Columbia EMS Cold Exposure Definition Inclusion Criteria 

NEMSIS Field Criteria* 

Protocols Used 
(eProtocols.01) 

Equal to at least one of the following protocols for heat-relief: 

• 9914023 – Environmental-Cold Exposure 

• 9914025 – Environmental-Frostbite/Cold Injury 

• 9914031 – Environmental-Hypothermia 

Primary 
Impression 
(eSituation.11); 
Secondary 
Impression 
(eSituation.12); 
or Cause of Injury 
(eInjury.01) 

Includes at least one of the following ICD-10-CM codes✝:  

• T68 (Hypothermia) 

• T69 (Other effects of reduced temperatures) 

• T33 (Frostbite) 

• X31 (Exposure to excessive natural cold) 

AND includes none of the following ICD-10-CM codes✝: 

• J00 (Acute nasopharyngitis [common cold]) 

Complaint 
(eSituation.04)  

Includes at least one of the following terms:  

• “cold exposure”; “hypotherm”; “out in the cold”; “out of the cold”; “is cold”; 
cold AND (“weather” OR “outside) 

AND includes none of the following terms: 

• Cold and flu-like symptoms: “has a cold”; “cold/flu”; “cold and flu”; 
“common cold”; “flu”; “cold flash”; “have a cold”; “chest”; “cold like s”; “cold 
symp”; “cold-flu”; “cold-like” 

• Obvious death: “rigor mortis” 

Patient Narrative 
(eNarrative.01)  

Includes at least one of the following terms: 

• “cold exposure”; “hypotherm”; “frost bite”; “frostbite” 

*Keyword search terms are case-insensitive and trimmed of spaces.  

✝The listed code may be an abbreviation of the full ICD-10-CM code. Codes are comprised of between 4 

and 7 characters. 
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Table 2. District of Columbia EMS Heat-related Illness Definition Exclusion Criteria 

NEMSIS Field Exclusion Criteria 

Submission Status Equal to failed or pending 

Type of Service Requested 
(eResponse.05) 

Equal to one of the following:  

• Emergency Response (Intercept); 

• Emergency Response (Mutual Aid); 

• Hospital-to-Hospital Transfer; 

• Hospital to Non-Hospital Facility Transfer; 

• Non-Hospital Facility to Non-Hospital Facility Transfer; 

• Non-Hospital Facility to Hospital Transfer; 

• Other Routine Medical Transport; 

• Public Assistance; 

• Support Services; 

• Non-Patient Care Rescue/Extrication; 

• Crew Transport Only; 

• Transport of Organs or Body Parts; 

• Mortuary Services; 

• Mobile Integrated Health Care Encounter; 

• Evaluation for Special Referral/Intake Programs; or 

• Administrative Operations  

Unit Disposition 
(eDisposition.27) 

Equal to one of the following: 

• Cancelled on Scene; 

• Cancelled Prior to Arrival at Scene;  

• No Patient Contact; 

• No Patient Found; or 

• Non-Patient Incident (Not Otherwise Listed)  

  


