
The Washington, D.C. Regional Planning Commission on Health, 
and HIV (COHAH) will invigorate planning for HIV prevention and 
care programs that will demonstrate effectiveness, innovation, 
accountability, and responsiveness to our community. 
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 PLANNING COMMISSION (COHAH) GENERAL BODY 
  MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2024, 6:00 PM 
ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 

ELECTRONIC – ONLINE MEETING 
ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 
Barnes, Clover (Ex-Officio)  X Hickson, DeMarc X X 
Blocker, Lakisa  X Hutton, Kenya X  
Camara, Farima X  Keita, Ramatoulaye  X 
Camaron-Sichone, Martha,  X  Lewis, Jason X  
Carney, Misty X  Massie, Jenné  X 
Cauthen, Melvin (Comm. Vice-
Chair) 

X  McLain, Lenora X  

Clark, Lamont (Gov. Co-Chair) X  Olinger, Joshua  X 
Coker, Sharon  X Palmer, Kentrell X  
Copley, Mackenzie X  Penner, Murray  X 
Corbett, Wallace X  Pettigrew, Kenneth (Ken)  X 
Cox, Derrick  X Rakhmanina, Natella X  
DeMartino, Peter X  Ramos, Claudia  X 
Fogal, Doug  X Sain, Philip X  
Ford, Jasmine  X Shaw-Richardson, Re’ginald X  

Forman, Lynn  X Stuckey, Christopher X  
Gomez, Anna  X Wallis, Jane (Comm. Co-Chair) X  
Gutierrez, Anthony  X Yocum, Ashley X  
      
RECIPIENT STAFF PRESENT ABSENT PRESENTERS PRESENT ABSENT 
Smith, Avemaria X  Castel, Dr. Amanda X  
HAHSTA STAFF PRESENT ABSENT COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT ABSENT 
Cooper, Stacey X  Bailey, Patrice  X 
Watson, Christopher 
(Chauncey) 

X  Johnson, Alan X  

      
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
This is a draft version of the September 26, 2024, COHAH General Body Meeting Minutes which is 
subject to change. The final version will be approved on October 24, 2024. 
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AGENDA 
Item  Discussion 

Call to Order 
Lamont C. called the meeting to order at 6:09 pm followed by the welcome, 
and a moment of reflection. Attendance was taken via Zoom chat. With 16 of 
32 voting commissioners present, a quorum was established.  
 

 Review and 
Adoption of the 

Agenda 

Jane W. asked for a motion to adopt the COHAH Agenda for September 26, 
2024. Lenora M. made the motion. Kenny P. seconded.  The agenda was 
adopted unanimously via poll vote. 
 

 Review and Approval 
of the Minutes 

Jane asked for a motion to approve the August 29, 2024, Meeting Minutes. 
Jason L. made the motion. Kenny P. seconded. The minutes were approved 
unanimously via poll vote.  
 

 Ryan White 
HIV/AIDS 
Program 
(RWHAP) 
Recipient 

Report/Updates 

Melvin C. introduced the Recipient 
 
Avemaria S. presented the Recipient Report 
The Part A and Part A MAI GY’34 report is being presented for the month of 
July 2024. The Recipient received $767,254 in carryover funds bringing the 
full award to $33,326,752. 
 
FISCAL STATUS 
Twenty-seven (27) of twenty-eight (28) providers have submitted payment 
requests that were processed for Part A and Part A MAI in July 2024. The 
provider that didn’t submit an invoice is having EGMS challenges. However, 
the Recipient received approval to process the payment outside the system.  
 
There were no service delivery challenges in DC, Maryland or Virginia. 
 
PART A FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A expenditures were at 32% and should have been at 42%.  
 
The Service area affected by an unprocessed invoice is Housing Services, 
(HS). 
 
Services spending 30% below expected were Oral Health Care (OH) due to 
low utilization, Health Insurance Premium & Cost Sharing Assistance 
(HIPCSA) trending low across providers who have it, and Housing Services 
(HS) which is underspent because it is under awarded and will remain so 
until it is reprogrammed. 
 
There were no services spending 30% above expected. 
 
PART A MAI FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A MAI expenditures were at 36% and should have been at 42%.  
 
There were no service areas affected by unprocessed invoices.  
 
There were no services spending at 30% below or above expected. 
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RECIPIENT REPORT 
The Recipient is advancing as scheduled with the Part A Grant Year 35, 
Fiscal Year 25 application, which is set to be submitted to HRSA by October 
1, 2024. 
 
The Recipient conducted a virtual meeting with local health departments from 
the southern Maryland region of the DC EMA to address gaps, needs, and 
explore how the Part A Recipient can provide support. Representatives from 
four health departments attended. Following the meeting, two of these health 
departments (one serving two counties) expressed interest in the sole source 
opportunity this fall and plan to apply for the GY’35 competitive grant. 
Additionally, one health department indicated an interest in applying solely 
for the GY’35 competitive grant. 
 
The district’s fiscal year runs from October 1 to September 30. The Recipient 
is monitoring staff, de-obligated underspent grant funds based on 
subrecipients, year-to-date spending rates, their feedback on provider report 
cards, and projected expenditures for August and September to prepare for 
the new fiscal year and minimize the grant lapse rate. Funding will be 
redirected to other service areas. 
 

DC Cohort 
 

Lamont introduced Dr. Amanda Castel from the DC Cohort and Ann Monroe 
from George Washington University to present on a new survey geared 
towards a status neutral approach (that will include PrEP eligible candidates).  
 
Dr. Castel indicated that she is looking forward to receiving feedback on the 
new approach and gave a quick background of the DC Cohort.  
 
Dr. Castel described the DC Cohort as a longitudinal multi-site database of 
people who are diagnosed and living with HIV in Washington, DC. The 
information that comes from their healthcare encounters (treatments, 
diagnosis, labs, procedures, etc.) at 14 different clinics throughout the city is 
aggregated into one centralized database which enables the Cohort to 
quarterly generate these data sets to look at clinical outcomes among people 
living with HIV.  
 
Slides are available upon request. 
 
 

 Standing 
Committee 

Updates 

Research and Evaluation (REC) Committee reported by Lamont.  
Greg D. provided a clean copy of the needs assessment. Lamont noted that 
the Qualtrics platform is temporarily unavailable for DOH use. We will wait for 
access before the needs assessment is rolled out.  
 
Greg reviewed the cleaned version of the survey and made a few minor 
adjustments in formatting. Greg will upload the survey into Qualtrics for test 
runs. He will notify Lamont, Alan and Patrice when it’s ready. The REC will 
test it for the length of time to complete, flow of questions, spelling, etc. using 
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different scenarios and equipment (phone, iPad, computers, hard copy) to 
ramp up to Spring when it’s launched.  
 
The REC meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 pm. 
 
Community Engagement and Education Committee (CEEC) reported by 
Jane.  
CEEC is developing their workplan for 2025. Priority is being given to 
hashing out topics for a Protocol Summit 3.0. tentatively scheduled around 
April 2025. 
 
CEEC meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 5:00 pm. 
 
Comprehensive Planning Committee (CPC) reported by Lamont. 
The CPC reviewed the Recipient Report. 
 
CPC meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 11:00 am.  
 
Integrated Strategies Committee (ISC) reported by Jane W.  
The committee gave their reflections on the recent US Conference on 
HIV/AIDS (USCHA).  

Lamont and Melvin provided updates on the EHE grant application that’s due 
on October 22, 2024. Lamont indicated there was a meeting yesterday and 
there will be a cross-jurisdiction collaboration to discuss some of the 
challenges and the successes they’ve had in each of the programs. The goal 
completion date is October 17th. When the final proposal is drafted it will be 
sent out for comment.  
 
Aging with HIV was identified as a key topic for future meetings. Lamont 
suggested tabling further discussions until Julie Orban can attend the 
meeting because she is the main contributor to the application, she is on the 
committee for aging, and she has close relations with GW.  

New Business None noted. 
 

Other Business 

DC reported by Christopher (Chauncey) W. 
There are several grant submissions in progress. Two have been submitted 
and there are two more in development. Currently, there are critical staffing 
spaces. Kate Drezner is serving as the Interim Chief of the Surveillance and 
Epidemiology Division and there is an opening for a Prevention Chief.  
HAHSTA is embarking on a community listening session regarding EHE to 
discuss how to accelerate towards the end of HIV in 2030. Chauncy will 
come back with the plan of action over the next few months to receive 
feedback from the board. 
 
Virginia reported by Ashley Y. 
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) will be holding the Annual Virginia 
Ryan White Quality Management Summit on November 8, 2024. 
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VDH is looking to hire a Ryan White Part B Fiscal Grants Manager. The 
posting closes on October 1st. Ashley will send links to Lamont for 
distribution. 
 
The 2025 Open Enrollment period for Medicare is from October 15 – 
December 7th.  All Virginia clients must submit their information or complete 
their enrollment with Benalytics. ACA enrollment is from November 1 - 
January 15th. This will go through the Virginia Market Place. Benalytics must 
also be recorded as the agent of record as mandated by the Virginia Office of 
the Inspector General for insurance premiums to be paid.  
 
VDH received their carry-over award from HRSA. 
 
Maryland reported by Peter D. 
Maryland Department of Health (MDH) received their Ryan White 
Supplement Grant award..  
 
MDH was selected for the HRSA 24-107 System Level Syndemic Approach 
to Improve HIV Care and Treatment for people from racial and ethnic 
minority groups. 
 
On October 1st the Giving Infants a Future Act (GIF) and the nPEP Standing 
Order go into effect.  

Old Business None noted. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/OTHER DISCUSSION 
Lamont announced:  

• The “I AM” Awards scheduled for Friday, October 4th at the MGM Grand. There is a link in the 
email he sent. 

 
• The Leadership Innovations and Future Trends (LIFT) - a one-day prevention summit. The link 

for registration is in the link he sent out. 
HANDOUTS 

• COHAH General Body Meeting Agenda for September 26, 2024 
• COHAH Meeting Minutes for August 29, 2024 
• Recipient Report 

MEETING 
ADJOURNED 

7:18 PM 
 

NEXT 
MEETING 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2024 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 
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