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  PLANNING COMMISSION (COHAH)  

GENERAL BODY 

MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 

ELECTRONIC – ONLINE MEETING 

ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 

Barnes, Clover (Ex-Officio)  X Hutton, Kenya  X 

Barton, Jed  X Keita, Ramatoulaye  X 

Blocker, Dr. Lakisa  X Lewis, Jason X  

Camaron-Sichone, Martha  X  Massie, Jenné  X 

Carney, Misty  X McLain, Lenora X  

Cauthen, Melvin (Comm. Co-
Chair) 

X 
 Olinger, Joshua 

X  

Clark, Lamont (Gov. Co-Chair) X  Palmer, Kentrell X  

Coker, Sharon 
X  Penner, Murray (Comm. 

Vice-Chair) 
X  

Cooper, Stacey X  Pettigrew, Kenneth (Ken) X  

Corbett, Wallace X  Rakhmanina, Natella  X 

Cox, Derrick  X Ramos, Claudia  X 

DeMartino, Peter X  Sain, Philip X  

Fogal, Doug 
 X Shaw-Richardson, 

Re’ginald 
X  

Ford, Jasmine X  Stuckey, Christopher X  

Forman, Lynn X  Wallis, Jane  X  

Gutierrez, Anthony X  Yocum, Ashley X  

Hickson, DeMarc X     

RECIPIENT STAFF PRESENT ABSENT CONSULTANTS PRESENT ABSENT 

Price, Ashley X  Dwyer, Greg X  

Smith, Avemaria X  Seiler, Naomi X  

HAHSTA STAFF PRESENT ABSENT 
COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS/GUESTS 
PRESENT ABSENT 

Middlebrook, Courtney X  Daly, Allison X  

Molla, Yordanos X  Fox, Jessicamarie X  

COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT ABSENT Givens, Phyllis  X 

Johnson, Alan X  Jefferson, Regina X  

Stewart, Malachi X  Lewis Jr., Rodney X  
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   Parkson-Windross, Diana X  

   Rodriguez, Jose  X 

   Redae, Adyam X  

   Wiedel, Jennifer X  

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

This is a draft version of September 25, 2025, COHAH General Body Meeting Minutes which is subject 
to change. The final version will be approved on October 30, 2025. 

AGENDA 
Item  Discussion 

Call to Order 
Lamont C. called the meeting to order at 6:09 pm followed by the welcome, 
and a moment of reflection. Attendance was taken via Zoom chat. With 23 
of 32 voting commissioners present, a quorum was established.  

 Review and Adoption 
of the Agenda 

Melvin C. put forth the COHAH Agenda for September 25, 2025. The 
agenda was adopted unanimously via poll vote. 

Review and Approval 
of Meeting Minutes 

Melvin asked for a motion to approve July 24, 2025, Meeting Minutes. A poll 
was launched to approve the meeting minutes as corrected to include 
Martha C. as present. 

 Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program (RWHAP) 

Recipient 
Report/Updates 

 
Avemaria S. presented the Recipient Report 
Part A and Part A MAI GY’34 reports are being presented for the month of 
July 2025. The total award is $33,257,088.  
 
FISCAL STATUS 
Twenty-five (25) of twenty-seven (27) providers have submitted payment 
requests that were processed for Part A and Part A MAI in July 2025.  
 
Virginia is experiencing service delivery challenges as their human 
resources are being stretched as staff work to ensure that customers are 
being served and their eligibility is being verified in the Provide System. 
VDH has a policy that they cannot grant access to the Provide system for 
anybody that's not a funded subrecipient. There is no clear information on 
whether this issue impacts the number of customers being served by Part A. 
It is believed that it is just an additional stress to the system. Carryover 
funds are being used to try to shore up that infrastructure, additional 
updates are forthcoming. 
 
PART A FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A expenditure is 36% and should be 42%.  
 
The recipient expects that gap to narrow after processing all the outstanding 
invoices. Outpatient/Ambulatory Health Services (OAHS), Early Intervention 
Services (EIS), Medical Case Management (MCM), Home and Community 
Based Health Services (HCBS), Medical Nutrition Therapy (MNT), Medical 
Transportation (MT), Mental Health Services (MHS), Food Bank/Home 
Delivered Meals (FBHDM), Non-Medical Case Management (NMCM), 
Outreach Services (OS), Psychosocial Support Services (PSS), and 
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Substance Abuse Outpatient Care (SAOC) are affected by unprocessed 
invoices.  
 
Oral Health Care (OH), Health Insurance Premium & Cost Sharing 
Assistance (HIPCSA), Medical Transportation (MT), and Outreach Services 
(OS) were spending 30% below expected.  
 
There were no services spending 30% above expected. 
 
PART A MAI FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A MAI expenditures are at 42% and should be 42%.  
 
No MAI service categories are affected by unprocessed invoices.  
 
Medical Transportation (MT) is spending 30% below expected.  
 
No MAI service categories are spending 30% above expected. 
 
RECIPIENT REPORT 
 
Emergency Financial Assistance Virginia Expansion Meeting. As a 
follow-up to the Virginia provider meeting where funding reductions were 
discussed, the Recipient is planning to expand Emergency Financial 
Assistance (EFA) services in Northern Virginia before. Anticipated start date 
is calendar year 2025.  
 
HRSA Deliverables. The Recipient is preparing to submit the FY26 Non-
Competing Continuation (NCC) Progress Report for Part A on October 2. 
Additionally, the Recipient is preparing to submit the FY25 Program Terms 
Report on October 12.  
 
Eligibility Workgroup. The Recipient was selected to participate in this 
year’s Linking Eligibility Across the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 
(RWHAP) Parts (LEAP) Affinity Group. This group focuses on exchanging 
strategies, building connections, and advancing best practices to streamline 
RWHAP eligibility determination and redetermination processes. A total of 
nine jurisdictions across the country will be participating.  
All MAI service categories are affected by unprocessed invoices.  

PSRA Updates 

Lamont noted that the PSRA process was successful and thanked everyone 
for their contributions. The jurisdictional meetings were held, and the Roll-
Up meeting ran smoothly. The largest update was that EFA will be moved to 
a regional service. Lamont asked everyone to review the PSRA plan that 
was sent out. If you have any questions, any comments, any ideas, around 
that document or about the PSRA. 

Testing Coalition 
for National HIV 

Testing Day 
Presentation 

Presentation facilitated by Ken Pettigrew. 

Ken presented on the outcomes and impacts from the DMV Testing 
Coalition activities for National HIV Testing Day held on June 27, 2025. 
Slides are available upon request. 

 
Mpox Outreach, 
Education, and Presentation facilitated by Dr. Tevin Warren (Bavarian Nordic).    
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Advocacy 
Presentation 

Dr. Warren presented on the history of Mpox, an overview of the 2022 Mpox 
outbreak, the public health response (vaccinations), and the work that is 
currently being done by state and local health departments and retail 
pharmacies in DC, Maryland, and Northern Virginia. 

Slides are available upon request. 

 Standing 
Committee 

Updates 

Research and Evaluation (REC) Committee reported by Lamont.  

REC typically meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 pm.   
 

The REC continued working on the Consumer Needs Assessment. The draft   
will soon be submitted to the DC Health IRB for approval, with the plan to run 
data collection from November 2025 – January 2026.  
 

Community Engagement and Education Committee (CEEC) reported 
by Rodney L.  
CEEC typically meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 5:00 pm.  
 

The committee decided to move the Protocol Summit 3.0 to the week of 

World AIDS Day, which is tentatively set for December 4th. CEEC is 

researching venues that are available in December.  

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee (CPC) reported by Lamont. 

The CPC meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 11:00 am.  
 
The committee reviewed the Recipient Report for the month of July 2025.  

The committee also reflected upon the PSRA jurisdictional meetings and the 

Roll-up meeting. 

 

Integrated Strategies Committee (ISC) reported by Melvin.  
ISC meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 1:00 pm. 
 
The committee continued their conversation on HIV and aging and is still 
inviting stakeholders and other jurisdictions to share out on their initiatives. 
Committee members that attended USCHA 2025 reflected on their conference 
experience and noted the absence of federal partners. Finally, the committee 
talked about Medicaid, and the possible changes, and how potentially they will 
impact the DC EMA.  

New Business 
None noted. 
 

Other Business 

DC Jurisdictional update reported by Avemaria S. 
Ave noted that with the Medicaid disenrollments in Washington, D.C., for 
those who are above the 138% federal poverty line, up to 200%, they will be 
automatic enrollment into a basic health plan at no cost to the participant. 
Lamont added that DCHF will be notifying people over the next couple of 
months, and he has heard several radio ads talking about the changes to 
Medicaid.  
 
 

Virginia Jurisdictional update reported by Ashley Y.  
Effective September 1st  VAMAP is now requiring that eligible uninsured 
patients in the Direct Medication Access program, as well as those eligible 
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insured patients in Affordable Care Act plans, apply for Medicaid. Financial 
eligibility for Medicaid is 138% of the federal poverty level. This change will 
ensure that VAMAP can continue to support uninsured and underinsured 
people who have no other options for medication coverage, as well as help 
prevent a medication waiting list.  
 
For those now using DirectMap, Medicaid offers greater access to 
healthcare as it provides full insurance coverage rather than just providing 
HIV medications only. Notices were mailed on September 10th to clients 
believed to be Medicaid eligible based on their income data in Provide. 
Benalytics will reach out to those clients to help them with enrollment.  
 
Clients not approved for Medicaid can remain on VAMAP if they send VA 
MAP their Medicaid denial letter. If they do not apply for Medicaid, they will 
be disenrolled from Virginia MAP after 60 days. With the growing number of 
people enrolled in VAMAP and expected increases in both medication costs 
and insurance premiums, these steps are necessary to avoid funding 
shortfalls and waiting lists for medication. 
 
The Virginia Community HIV Planning Group (CHPG) is looking for new 
members. The CHPG works with the Virginia Department of Health to 
develop and monitor Virginia’s Integrated HIV Services Plan to help end the 
HIV epidemic and improve the health of people with HIV. 
The CHPG meets six times a year on Thursdays or Fridays from 9:00 am to 
4 pm in Richmond. Members who live outside of the meeting area will have 
a hotel room provided. Meals and travel are reimbursed. 
 

Maryland Jurisdictional Update reported by Peter D. 
MDH marked National HIV and Aging Awareness Day on September 19th, 
with the Maryland Coalition on HIV and Aging Conference.  
 
Maryland currently has a hiring freeze at the state level, not local health 
departments, but at the state level.  
 
If you are on the MATAP mailing list, you will receive notifications regarding 
open enrollment. The supplements that are currently available on the 
marketplace, but that are slated, in HR1, to go away, MDH is anticipating 
about a 17.8% increase overall in insurance premiums, and MATAP is 
prepared to absorb that increase for participants in the Maryland AIDS Drug 
Assistance Program. 
 
MDH is seeing a concerning increase of Mpox, in typical Maryland fashion, 
seeing quite a diversity, and particularly in our foreign-born and Spanish and 
Indigenous language-speaking. 
 
If you are a Ryan White Part B provider, be prepared. MDH is about to 
launch a clinical quality improvement program around Mpox vaccination, 
since vaccine uptake has been so low in Ryan White clinical settings. 

New Business None noted.  

Old Business 
Lamont noted that COHAH is still working with MOTA to appoint applicants 
that have applied for COHAH membership. 
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Announcements/ 
Other Discussion 

Melvin announced that Montgomery County is hosting a Sunday Fun Day 
this weekend. The flier will be circulated tomorrow.  
 
Rodney announced a Howard University is hosting their annual International 
Conference on Stigma that is scheduled to take place between November 
18th and 20th. There are also opportunities to volunteer at the Stigma 
Conference. That and other information can be found by scanning the QR 
code on the image in the flyer that will be distributed. 
 
Phil S. announced that the HIV/AIDS ministry at Alpha Street Baptist Church 
in Alexandria, Virginia, will be hosting an event on December 6th in 
observance of World AIDS Day. We are seeking a speaker that can focus 

on treatment, prevention, and/or the current climate. The group is also 

seeking a provider to offer HIV testing. Please contact Phil via email for 
more details or to share suggestions. 

 
 

HANDOUTS 

• COHAH General Body Meeting Agenda for September 25, 2025 

• COHAH General Body Meeting Minutes for July 24, 2025 

• Recipient Report 
 

MEETING 
ADJOURNED 

7:47 PM 
 

NEXT 
MEETING 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 
 

 

 


