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  PLANNING COMMISSION (COHAH) GENERAL BODY 

MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 

ELECTRONIC – ONLINE MEETING 

ATTENDEES/ROLL CALL 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT COMMISSIONERS PRESENT ABSENT 

Barnes, Clover (Ex-Officio) X  Hutton, Kenya  X 

Barton, Jed X  Keita, Ramatoulaye X  

Blocker, Dr. Lakisa X  Lewis, Jason  X 

Camaron-Sichone, Martha   X Massie, Jenné  X 

Carney, Misty X  McLain, Lenora X  

Cauthen, Melvin (Comm. Vice-
Chair) 

X 
 Olinger, Joshua 

X  

Clark, Lamont (Gov. Co-Chair) X  Palmer, Kentrell X  

Coker, Sharon X  Penner, Murray X  

Copley, Mackenzie X  Pettigrew, Kenneth (Ken)  X 

Corbett, Wallace X  Rakhmanina, Natella X  

Cox, Derrick X  Ramos, Claudia X  

DeMartino, Peter X  Sain, Philip  X 

Fogal, Doug X  Seymore, Anthony  X 

Ford, Jasmine 
X  Shaw-Richardson, 

Re’ginald 
 X 

Forman, Lynn X  Stuckey, Christopher  X 

Gutierrez, Anthony 
X  Wallis, Jane (Comm. Co-

Chair) 
X  

Hickson, DeMarc  X Yocum, Ashley X  

RECIPIENT STAFF PRESENT ABSENT CONSULTANTS PRESENT ABSENT 

Fortune, Ebony X  Dwyer, Greg X  

Price, Ashley X  Seiler, Naomi X  

Smith, Avemaria X  COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS/GUESTS 
PRESENT ABSENT 

HAHSTA STAFF PRESENT ABSENT Brown, Emily X  

Cooper, Stacey X  Dyson, Casey X  

Middlebrook, Courtney X  Lewis Jr., Rodney X  

COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT ABSENT    

Johnson, Alan X     

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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This is a draft version of February 27, 2025, COHAH General Body Meeting Minutes which is subject 
to change. The final version will be approved on March 27, 2025. 

AGENDA 
Item  Discussion 

Call to Order 

Lamont C. called the meeting to order at 6:08 pm followed by the welcome, 
and a moment of reflection. Attendance was taken via Zoom chat. With 23 of 
32 voting commissioners present, a quorum was established.  
 

 Review and 
Adoption of the 

Agenda 

Melvin C. put forth the COHAH Agenda for February 27, 2025. The agenda 
was adopted unanimously via poll vote. 
 

Review and Approval 
of Meeting Minutes 

Melvin C. asked for a motion to approve the January 30, 2025, Meeting 
Minutes. A poll was launched to approve the meeting minutes as submitted. 

 Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program (RWHAP) 

Recipient 
Report/Updates 

Avemaria S. presented the Recipient Report 
The Part A and Part A MAI GY’34 report is being presented for the month of 
December 2024. The total award is $33,326,752 which includes carryover 
funds.  
 
FISCAL STATUS 
Twenty-seven (27) of twenty-eight (28) providers have submitted payment 
requests that were processed for Part A and Part A MAI in December 2024.  
 
There were no service delivery challenges in DC, Maryland or Virginia. 
 
PART A FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A expenditure is 70% and should be at 83%.  
 
Services affected by unprocessed invoices were Early Intervention Services 
(EIS) and Psychosocial Support Services (PSS). 
 
Services spending 30% below expected include Housing Services (HS).  
 
Outreach Services (OS) spending is 30% above expected. 
 
PART A MAI FISCAL SUMMARY 
Part A MAI expenditures are at 70% and should have been at 83%.  
 
Services affected by unprocessed invoices were Early Intervention Services 
(EIS) and Psychosocial Support Services (PSS). 
 
There were no services spending 30% below expected.  
 
There were no services spending 30% above expected. 
 
RECIPIENT REPORT 
 
December being the start of the rapid reallocation process where the 
Recipient works with subrecipients and internal programming to try to spend 
down the award. We are not in any danger of a financial penalty, which is 
great news. As tomorrow is the close of Grant Year 34, the Recipient has 
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started the process of closeout activities which involves the Annual Progress 
report, final expenditure report, and final financial report.  
 
The Recipient changed the start date for the upcoming project period. Grant 
Year 35 will begin June 1st  in order to give Congress a chance to pass a 
budget. Grant Year 34 programs will continue for an additional 90 days. 
 
HAHSTA hosted a Provider Meeting on February 18th where NASTAD 
shared current events updates on Federal executive orders and temporary 
restraining orders and lawsuits that were going on, what it means for our 
work, and where we are looking, moving forward, and what to expect in 
March with the budget. 
 
Also, HRSA. Had their monthly, HAB you heard Webinar yesterday. HRSA 
has been affected by the terminations that have been happening at the 
Federal level. They've lost 20 staff. We have been impacted because we 
have lost our EHE program officer, as well as the person who they assigned 
to replace that person. 
 
They have also shared with us that they are required to comply with the 
executive orders, and that those executive orders will have programmatic 
implications. They will be revising their guidance website and data collection 
tools. 
 
HRSA did double down on their commitment to serving all people living with 
HIV. They talked about the Ryan White Program 2030, and are still moving 
forward. They want to reach people who are living with HIV that are out of 
care by leveraging partnerships, focusing interventions, and community 
engagement. 
 

 Standing 
Committee 

Updates 

Research and Evaluation (REC) Committee reported by Lamont.  

REC typically meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 pm.   
 

The REC discussed language to keep in or remove from the consumer needs 
assessment related to immigration status and gender identity based on 
executive orders.    
 

Community Engagement and Education Committee (CEEC) reported by 
Rodney L.  
CEEC typically meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 5:00 pm.  
 

The committee meeting focused on planning the 2025 Protocol Summit 3.0. 

The summit is scheduled for April 10, 2025, at the Kaiser Family Foundation 

Center.  

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee (CPC) reported by Lamont. 

The CPC meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 11:00 am.  
 
The CPC reviewed the Recipient Report. There were no serious financial 
issues to report.  
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Integrated Strategies Committee (ISC) reported by Jane.  
ISC meets on the 4th Wednesday of every month at 1:00 pm. 
 
The committee also continued the conversation on HIV and aging that was 
facilitated by the GW team. The discussion was focused on tech and social 
support. They also looked at service standards that intersect (Psychosocial 
Support Services, Non-Medical Case Management and Medical Case 
Management) and thought about the screen tools, questionnaires, and how 
agencies do more to support this newly aging or growing aging population living 
with HIV. 
 
Moving forward, the goal is to bring more people to the table, particularly from 
the DC Department of Aging and other agencies. Also, Virginia and Maryland 
are doing great work with either specific initiatives within HIV, or just more 
generally with the aging population, so that we can continue to think about how 
we better support this population. 
 

New Business 
None noted. 
 

Other Business 

DC Jurisdictional update reported by Clover B. 
Clover noted that DC Health has a performance oversight hearing yesterday. 
The Council did applaud DC being under 200 new cases of HIV for the 1st 
time since the nineties. There is hope that the Council will allocate 
supplemental funding for HIV prevention and possibly to extend some 
evening and weekend hours for the DC Health and Wellness Center. 
 
Clover also shared that she is working with regional partners and other 
health departments to support upcoming World Pride activities.   
 

Virginia Jurisdictional update reported by Ashley Y.  
The Virginia Medication Assistance Program went live on February 1, 2025. 
Clients will access medications from Walgreens pharmacies across the state. 
Ashley shared a website that has the most recent information and updates 
related to the transition.  
 
Walgreens has made outreach calls to clients to collect preferred medication 
pickup options. There have been some challenges getting clients to answer 
or return the calls. Case managers, if you have clients that are in Virginia 
who usually pick up, who were previously picked up their medication from a 
local Health Department. Please encourage them to answer calls from 
Walgreens, so that they do not lose access to medications going forward. 
 
The Virginia Ryan White Part B Program does anticipate changes to our data 
collection. However, currently we are asking that you continue to enter 
complete data related to gender current gender identity and sex assigned at 
birth for your data.  Please note, do not go back and change existing client 
data. 
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Part B sites are required to conduct unified eligibility assessments as well as 
client access reviews for any part B client that needs access to service, 
regardless of where a client receives services. 
 

Maryland Jurisdictional Update reported by Peter D. 

The Maryland Attorney General has issued memoranda and guidance 
documents for most sectors of society, including law enforcement. There is 
guidance document for Maryland healthcare providers when addressing any 
challenges associated with anyone's legal status or citizenship status.  

 

Maryland continuing to be the equivalent of a sanctuary state for gender 
diverse people thankfully, over 50% of people living with HIV, receive their 
care from Medicaid. Gender affirming care is protected in Maryland, 
Medicaid, so those services are still available for individuals who are 
Medicaid eligible. 

 
The Ryan White Program has a site visit scheduled for the second week of 
March. 

 
MDH is going through a massive realignment.  MDH will being posting all 
their vacant positions. The vacancies include a deputy position, a clinical 
advisor opportunity, and then there are several roles in the new navigation 
unit, both on the provider engagement and on the constituent engagement 
side.  

Old Business None noted. 
ANNOUNCEMEN

TS/OTHER 
DISCUSSION 

 

Rodney shared that MidAtlantic AIDS Education and Training Center has brought on Anthony Green 
as their new Senior Training Coordinator. Anthony will attend the COHAH General Body Meetings in 
the coming months. 
 
Regina J. shared that the Places of Worship Advisory Board (POWAB) will be hosting the General 
Body Meeting on March 14th at the Department of Health on the 5th floor in room 581 from 12:00 pm 
until 2:30 pm. Lunch will be provided. 
 
Emily B. shared that Montgomery County is recruiting for their HIV Community Advisory Board. They 
meet every month on the 3rd Thursday. She also invites everyone in the DMV living with HIV to attend 
their support groups. The groups are open to all genders all over the world, all different ages, 
backgrounds, and we meet every month, virtually on the 4th Tuesdays in the evening, and then in 
person every other month. This coming month, on March 13th, the group will be hosting a potluck at 
Dennis Avenue. 
 
Tomorrow is “HIV is Not a Crime Advocacy Day” at the Maryland State Capitol. If you are interested in 
the movement to decriminalize HIV transmission non-disclosure, a lot of advocates will be there, and 
the day starts at 9:00 am. 
 
Lamont shared that Grassroots Health is hiring. Please check the email that he sent out yesterday. 
 
Stacey C. shared that Health HIV will be hosting their 4th Annual Harm Reduction Conference on April 
4th at MLK Library. The information will be shared with Lamont.  
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HANDOUTS 

• COHAH General Body Meeting Agenda for January 30, 2025 

• COHAH General Body Meeting Minutes for December 19, 2024 
Recipient Report 

MEETING 
ADJOURNED 

6:56 PM 
 

NEXT 
MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

ZOOM CONFERENCE AND VIDEO CALL 
 

•  

 


