DC HEALTH
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BOARD OF DENTISTRY
2201 SHANNON PLACE SE — 2NPFL.
WASHINGTON, DC 20020

DATE: February 18, 2026
STARTED: 9:05 AM

OPEN SESSION
MEETING MINUTES

***Please be advised that Board Meetings are recorded***

WEBEX Virtual Meeting

The Board will be utilizing a hybrid schedule of virtual and in-person meetings. Please see
the Board Meeting calendar under the Executive Director’s report for more information.

Information on how to access the public portion of the meeting is listed below:

This meeting is available by web:
https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/j.php?MTID=mfdb8473983deb5f9ebaf6f6e35ce922b

Meeting number: 2305 307 2741
Password: MjzkbvjG236

This meeting is available by phone:
1-202-860-2110 United States Toll (Washington
D.C.) 1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number
(US/Canada) Access code: 230 530 72741

**Any submissions from the public for the Board’s consideration should be received by

Board Staff, tiffany.johnson1@dc.gov, no later than 10 business days before the Board
Meeting. **
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BOARD OF DENTISTRY
Open Session Meeting Minutes February 18, 2026. Start time 9:05 a.m.

ATTENDANCE

0S-0218-01
A. Board Members

Michelle Latortue, DDS — Chairperson

Chanelle Roberts, DDS — Board Member

Imani Lewis, DDS — Vice Chairperson

Eric Bradshaw, DDS — Board Member

Brittany Campbell, RDH, MSDH — Board Member

Jonelle Anamelechi, DDS — Board Member

B. Board Staff
Ericka L. Walker, MSW — Executive Director
Zaneta Batts — Health Licensing Specialist
Aisha Nixon — Associate Director, Office of Health Professional Licensing
Boards
Tiffany Johnson — Health Licensing Specialist (arrived 9:10 AM)

C. Legal Staff
Carla Williams - Senior Assistant General Counsel

D. Department Staff

E. Public Attendance
Lucciola Lambruschini, DDS — Director of Dental Services, Catholic
Charities
Kurt Gallagher - Executive Director, DC Dental Society
Takeisha Presson, DDS — Dimples Dental Suite
Evelyn Leach, DDS

0S-0218-02 IOPEN SESSION AGENDA:

Motion: The Board moved to accept the February 18, 2026, Open Session Meeting
Agenda.

Moved by: Dr. Chanelle Roberts (Board Member)

Seconded by: Dr. Imani Lewis (Vice Chairperson)

Motion passed unanimously.

0S-0218-03 (OPEN SESSION MINUTES:

Motion: The Board moved to accept the December 17, 2025, Open Session Meeting
Minutes.

Moved by: Dr. Chanelle Roberts (Board Member)

Seconded by: Mrs. Brittany Campbell (Board Member)

Motion passed unanimousl
STAFF REPORTS:
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0S-0218-04 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Mrs. Ericka Walker, Executive Director of the Board, started her report by welcoming
Board members, Board staff and all attendees to the meeting. She informed everyone that
Ms. Aisha Nixon Will be presenting to the Board on the different compacts at DC Health
and how they operate. Mrs. Walker then went over the Board Meeting calendar, pointing
out that the upcoming Board meeting on March 18, 2026 will be in person. Anyone from
the public can attend in person or join virtually. Next, she read the current Board census
for the record, and advised that we do currently have 1 vacancy on the Board for a
Consumer Member. Mrs. Walker briefly touched on requirements for the position and
informed attendees that they can visit the MOTA website for more information if they are
interested in applying.

Ms. Aisha Nixon started by thanking the Board members for their service before
speaking about the compacts. She informed that there are currently 4 compacts that the
District of Columbia Boards currently participate in: the Interstate Medical Licensure
Compact, the Physical Therapy Compact, the Psychology Compact (PsyPact), and the
Professional Counseling Compact. Ms. Nixon discussed the components of each
compact, similarities and differences, different ways they affect the licensees, and
reasons other Boards decided to participate in the compacts. She went through the
process of implementation, the build out of the bylaws, and the platforms needed for it to
be successful. Ms. Nixon stated that compacts do not increase the number of
professionals in the field, but it does make it easier for those professionals to move
around between jurisdictions. She also discussed budgetary concerns that are taken
into consideration.

This ended Ms. Nixon’s report.
Mrs. Walker advised that the Board would receive some additional finalized information
for them to review in the March 2026 meeting so they can decide on if the District needs

a compact, and if so which one. This completed her report.

1. DC Health Updates
e Compact Update

2. BOD Calendar
o October 15, 2025 (Virtual)
November 19, 2025 (Virtual)
December 17, 2025 (Changed to Virtual)
January 21, 2026 (CANCELLED)
February 18, 2026 (Virtual)
March 18, 2026 (In Person & Virtual)
April 15, 2026 (Virtual)
May 20, 2026 (Virtual)
June 17, 2026 (In Person & Virtual)
July 15, 2026 (Virtual)
August (Recess)
September 16, 2026 (In Person & Virtual)
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3. BOD Census
Dentists (1202)
Dental Hygienists (496)
Dental Hygienists with the authority to administer Local Anesthesia (119)
Dental Hygienists with the authority to administer Local Anesthesia &
Nitrous Oxide (100)
Dental Hygienists with the authority to administer Nitrous
Oxide (2)
Dental Assistant Level 1 (204)
Dental Assistant Level 2 (634)
Dental Assistant Level 3 (1)
Teaching Licenses for Dentists (3)
Teaching Licenses for Dental Hygienist (0)

4. The Mayor’s Office of Talent and Appointments (MOTA) recruits talented and
interested individuals from all eight Wards to serve on District Boards. Link to
apply to serve on a Board: https://mota.dc.gov/page/boards-vacancies-or-
available-seats

0S-0218-05 BOARD ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

Ms. Carla Williams, Senior Assistant General Counsel, shared with the public that the
final order for Seyed Hamid Tofigh had been issued since the December 2025 Board
meeting. You can find the order on the Board’s website or by using the link below.

Seyed Hamid Tofigh

This concluded Ms. Williams’ report.
0S-0218-06 BOARD CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT:

Michelle Latortue, DDS, Chairperson of the Board, addressed some topics that were
discussed during the Oversight Hearing. She started with application approval times and
stated that the times have improved for all license types. Dr. Latortue then spoke on the
representation of Dental Hygienists and Dental Assistants on the Board. She informed that
there are currently 5 dentists and 1 hygienist on the Board, but the Board is open to
adjusting the composition. She also reminded the attendees that the Board is still trying to
fill the consumer member position. Next Dr. Latortue advised that the Board permanently
implemented the Incentivized Time Period Registration for Dental Assistants as it was an
effective way to bring dental professionals into compliance. She also touched on the
compacts and advised that the Board is carefully reviewing each one while obtaining
additional info including workforce data and census figures. Dr. Latortue addressed the
topic of the pathway for foreign trained dentists to practice dentistry, and informed the
attendees that the Board is gathering additional information from other jurisdictions as to
their pathway options.

Mrs. Brittany Campbell sought clarification on the process of changing the composition
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of the Board. Ms. Williams advised that this not determined by the Board, and it would
require a change to the HORA from the Mayor’s office. The Board can provide an
opinion and recommendation, however the Mayor’s Office would ultimately make the
decision.

Mrs. Walker reported that Councilmember Henderson holds hearings annually where
she meets with various Board chairs to hear about some of the great work the Boards
are doing and have the opportunity to ask questions. She also provided some reasons
why some licensure times were higher than others (delayed supporting documentation
from credentialing organizations, delayed submissions of required documentation by
applicants, and some applicants were under investigation for unlicensed practice). Lastly
Mrs. Walker advised that any changes to the composition of the Board will come from
leadership versus the Board itself.

Dr. Latortue added that the Board is in full compliance with the District’'s Open Meeting
Act by providing a standing agenda item at every public meeting for the public to provide
their feedback, concerns and opinions. Lastly, she expressed that the Board does not
support eliminating Dental Assistant Level | registration and that you can obtain this
registration with a High School Diploma or GED.

This concluded Dr. Latortue’s report.

0S-0218-07 |CONSENT AGENDA:
The following applications were approved from December 10, 2025 — February 9,

2026:
Edilaine Lucena Pereira DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Beatriz Henriquez DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL I
Anastasiia Shchepikhina DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Asma Akbari DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Rosa Williams DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Jessica Cabrera-Velasquez =~ DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Luz Bella L. Arcilla DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Onyinye Iwuchukwu DENTAL ASSISTANT- LEVEL |
Joy Coles DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Londen Blake DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Tytiana Taylor DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
lonna Dyson DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Perrie Lightsey DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Janae Gray-Warren DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Madinah Drame DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Shanay Gibbs DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Maria Cadevilla Chacon DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Lennasha Hazel DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Kelley Goehrung DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
Tania Harris DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL Il
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Sadiyah Anderson DENTAL ASSISTANT - LEVEL I
Stephanie Broughton DENTAL HYGIENIST
Britteny Crowen DENTAL HYGIENIST
Heaven Armwood-White DENTAL HYGIENIST
Amanda Rose DENTAL HYGIENIST
Mohammad Hussain DENTAL HYGIENIST
Kathleen Boelter DENTAL HYGIENIST
Arielvys Febles DENTAL HYGIENIST
Salar Ebrahimi DENTIST
Diana Elias DENTIST
Doheum Choi DENTIST
John Tran DENTIST
Andrew Dullnig DENTIST
Irene Shin DENTIST
Ikenna Ego-Osuala DENTIST
Michael Foley DENTIST
Abdullah Senjab DENTIST
Vincent Perciaccante DENTIST
Daniel Murphy DENTIST
Patrick Murphy DENTIST
Lauren Williams DENTIST
Saajan Vemala DENTIST
Peter Balacky DENTIST
McKinley Price ll DENTIST
Seung Yeon Bae DENTIST
Anwar Radwan DENTIST
Trevor Thomas DENTIST
Curtis Henderson DENTIST
Madelyn Lovett DENTIST
Stephanie Broughton LOCAL ANESTHESIA
Heaven Armwood-White LOCAL ANESTHESIA
Danielle Loaiza LOCAL ANESTHESIA
Arielvys Febles LOCAL ANESTHESIA
Karen Boulos LOCAL ANESTHESIA
Amanda Rose LOCAL ANESTHESIA AND NITROUS OXIDE
Motion: The Board moved to accept the December 10, 2025 — February 9, 2026,
Consent Agenda.
Moved by: Dr. Chanelle Roberts (Board Member)
Seconded by: Dr. Imani Lewis (Vice Chairperson)
Motion passed unanimously.
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0S-0218-08 |LEGISLATIVE UPDATES — OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Mrs. Ericka Walker, Executive Director of the Board, presented on behalf of Ms. Kera
Johnson. She advised that the current updates are listed on the agenda below and spoke
briefly on the Performance Oversight Hearings. Mrs. Walker restated the Board chair
testified before the Committee on Health last week and informed that DC Health will be
testifying on Friday February 20, 2026. Dr. Bennett, Director of DC Health, will speak on
DC Health’s performance for Fiscal Year 2025 and provide updates on Fiscal Year 2026.
Lastly, Mrs. Walker encouraged the attendees to watch the hearing that was happening
concurrently with the Board of Dentistry meeting where there were 75 public withesses
providing testimony on DC Health’s Fiscal Year 2025 performance.

This concluded her report relating to the Legislative Updates.

Performance Oversight

= The Committee on Health will hold Performance Oversight hearings throughout
the month of February. The hearings will consist of testimony from Board Chairs,
the public as well as from Agency Directors.

= More information can be found here.

Lowering the Cost of Prescription Drugs Act of 2026
= On February 2", Councilmember Christina Henderson introduced the Lowering
the Cost of Prescription Drugs Act of 2026 (B26-0593).

o The legislation allows DC Health, on behalf of the Mayor, to enter into a
cooperative purchasing agreement with a prescription drug discount
program (ArrayRX) for the explicit purpose of lowering the cost of
prescription medications for all District residents, regardless of insurance
status.

= The bill has been referred to the Committee on Health, but no hearing has been
scheduled yet.

Streamlining Medicaid Credentialing Amendment Act of 2025
= On December 1%, Councilmember Christina Henderson introduced the
Streamlining Medicaid Credentialing Amendment Act of 2025 (B26-0523).

o The legislation creates a centralized and standardized credentialing
system for Medicaid providers in the District, easing the burden on
qualified healthcare providers, and allowing them to deliver care to
patients and be compensated for care more quickly.

= The bill has been referred to the Committee on Health, but no hearing has been
scheduled yet.

Community Health Amendment Act of 2025
= Following emergency and temporary versions, Councilmember Henderson
introduced the Community Health Amendment Act of 2025 (B26-0414) on
October 6.
= This legislation received a hearing on October 30" in the Committee on Health.
DC Health testified in support of the bill expressing the importance of vaccine
availability and access. A mark-up was held on December 8, 2025.
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= This legislation was unanimously approved on first and second readings, was then
signed by the Mayor on January 27, 2026, and is now under Congressional
Review.

PrEP DC Act of 2025

= Councilmember Parker introduced the PrEP DC Act of 2025 (B26-0159) on
February 28, 2025.

= This legislation is in the Committee on Health and received a hearing on October
30™. DC Health testified during this hearing and expressed support for the intent
of the legislation to promote affordable access to HIV prevention medication. A
markup was held on December 8, 2025.

= This legislation was unanimously approved on first reading on February 3, 2026
and will undergo its second reading at the next legislative meeting.

Medical Debt Mitigation Amendment Act

= On October 20", Councilmember Henderson introduced the Medical Debt
Mitigation Amendment Act of 2025 (B26-0438).

This legislation is in the Committee on Health and received a hearing on December 15",

DC Health testified during this hearing and expressed support for the intent of the

legislation, emphasizing the public health impacts of medical debt and urging

clarifications to ensure consistent implementation, alignment with existing healthcare

and Medicaid policies, appropriate facility scope, and protections that reduce financial

harm while maintaining the sustainability of the District’s healthcare system.

0S-0218-09 DENTAL BOARD SUB-COMMITTEES

1. Credentials & Audits: Dr. Eric Bradshaw, Dr. Chanelle Roberts
No Report

2. Communications: Dr. Michelle Latortue
No Report

3. Reagulatory Affairs: Dr. Imani Lewis, Mrs. Brittany Campbell, Dr. Jonelle
Anamelechi

A. 17 DCMR Chapter 90 Dental Assistants

B. 6512. Administration of Immunizations and Vaccinations by
Pharmacists

C. Dental Hygiene Collaborative Practice Provisions Being Considered

Dr. Imani Lewis and Ms. Carla Williams presented the draft regulations that the
Regulatory Affairs Subcommittee has been working on and led the discussion. Ms.
Williams advised that these were previewed at the December meeting to keep to the
promise the subcommittee had made to have draft legislation ready by the end of the
year. However, none of the Board saw the draft regulations prior to the December
meeting as the agenda materials were sent out to the Board before they were ready.
This is the meeting to ask for comments and feedback from the Board members. Board
also always gives the public an opportunity to share comments as well.

Ms. Williams started with going over the changes to the Dental Assistant Regulations.
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She discussed the process proposed for Dental Assistant Level | to take radiographs
and clarified that it is an optional authority (like the option for Dental Hygienists to
administer Local Anesthesia). She also reviewed the changes in the scope of practice
for all Dental Assistant levels as well as clarified the definition and duties of dental
assistant. The Board then discussed the scope of practice for “Dental Assistants” as
opposed to “Sterilization Technicians”. The discussion was opened to the public and Dr.
Evelyn Leach took this time to discuss the OSHA exposure plan as it relates to the
duties of a sterilization technician.

Ms. Wiliams then advised that they used the implemented policy from the Board of
Pharmacy as a guideline for the new regulations for Dental Hygienists to administer
immunizations and vaccines. After reviewing the policy, Ms. Williams advised that the
recommendation from the Regulatory Affairs committee is to request the Credentials and
Audits committee use these recommendations and develop the educational
requirements needed to implement this policy. The Credentials and Audits committee
would also look into what the coursework should look like and provide that information
back to the Board so it can be incorporated into the regulations.

Motion: The Board moved to have the Credentials and Audits Committee take the
recommendations for vaccinations and develop the education requirements needed to
implement. The Board also moved to have the Credentials and Audits Committee look
into what the coursework should look like and provide feedback to the Board so it can be
incorporated into the regulations.

Moved by: Dr. Jonelle Anamelechi (Board Member)

Seconded by: Mrs. Brittany Campbell (Board Member)

Motion passed unanimously.

Lastly, Dr. Lewis and Ms. Williams informed that the subcommittee reviewed
Collaborative Practice Agreements from other states and decided to use one from
Massachusetts as a starting point. Ms. Williams stated it is similar to what the Boards of
Medicine and Pharmacy currently have in place. She then went over all the components
of the framework of the agreement. Mrs. Brittany Campbell helped to clarify the
reasoning for this Agreement is to better utilize dental hygienists as a resource in public
health settings and provide preventative and restorative care to populations who lack
regular access to it. Dr. Bradshaw inquired who would carry the burden of a malpractice
complaint in settings like this. Ms. Williams and Mrs. Campbell advised that this is
something that would be addressed in the agreement between the Dental Hygienist and
the Dentist. The Board members will review and provide feedback at the next meeting.

0S-0218-10 DC DENTAL SOCIETY LETTER TO THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

The Board provided Mr. Gallagher time to expand on the letter the Board received from
the DC Dental Society. He opined on how Sterilization Technicians are an important role
aside from being a Dental Assistant, and how employees in this position can help keep
the flow of a dental practice moving smoothly. He also spoke on the challenges of
Dental Assistant Level Il and that it could be broken down and added into the scope of
practice for a Dental Assistant Level Il with appropriate certification. He also opined that
the Dental Assistant Level process is expensive and some of the requirements are
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redundant.

Dr. Lucciola Lambruschini also chimed in to agree with Mr. Gallagher, stating she has
been told by Dental Assistant Level lIs that they would like to advance to the next step
but it is very expensive.

Dr. Jonelle Anamelechi inquired whether it is possible to survey the public and
determine the underlying reason for lack of Dental Assistant Level llls. She also asked
whether accepting the opinion that the requirements are too much and therefore should
be reduced to obtain more registrants is protective of the public.

Ms. Williams reminded the attendees that the Dental Assistant Level Il position was
created at the request of the public to perform 3 specific items. She also advised that
Level lll is now in the HORA so to change it would mean having to repeal the HORA, not
simply removing it from the regulations. Ms. Williams reminded the attendees that there
is currently 1 program that trains Dental Assistant Level llls in the District and that
program testified during a previous Open Session Board Meeting that they were not
putting people in the Level Il course due to their concerns at the time about DANB. She
inquired what is the real reason as there has been mentions about the costs and about
the education requirement.

Mrs. Brittany Campbell echoed what Ms. Williams stated and requested that prior to
making changes to this that the Board look at all the issues that could contribute to the
lack of Level llls.

Dr. Latortue suggested that the Board look into more programs to provide Level lll
assistant training as a way for more individuals to receive the necessary training.

Lastly Mr. Gallagher suggested maybe the Board review the verbiage in the regulations
to change the redundancy in the requirements for Level lIl.

Motion: The Board moved to have the Credentials and Audits Committee look into the
language around the requirements for Dental Assistant Level .

Moved by: Dr. Jonelle Anamelechi (Board Member)

Seconded by: Dr. Chanelle Roberts (Board Member)

Votes: Ay — Dr. Chanelle Roberts, Dr. Imani Lewis, Dr. Eric Bradshaw, Dr. Michelle
Latortue; Nay — Mrs. Brittany Campbell; No Vote — Dr. Jonelle Anamelechi (call
dropped). Motion passed.

0S-0218-11 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Dr. Lucciola Lambruschini thanked the Board for providing the opportunity to opine on the
proposals, especially the dental hygienist pathways for foreign-trained dentists.

Dr. Leach is a director and president of a dental assistant program, feels coda approved
programs are restrictive due to the 3500 hours needed for it as well as expensive. She
supports looking into the wording of the regulations to suggest the training program does
not need to be CODA approved for applicants to receive Level lll training.

There were no other comments from the public.
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BOARD OF DENTISTRY
Open Session Meeting Agenda February 18, 2026

CLOSING
0S-0218-12

MOTION T LOSE
The Board member should move as follows:

“Madam Chair, | move that the Board close the Open Public
session portion of the meeting and move into the Closed
Executive Session portion of the meeting pursuant to D.C. Official
Code § 2-575(b) for the following purposes: to discuss disciplinary
matters pursuant to § 2-575(b)(9); to seek the advice of counsel to
the board, to preserve the attorney-client privilege, or to approve
settlement agreements pursuant to § 2-575(b)(4); and to plan,
discuss, or hear reports concerning ongoing or planned
investigations pursuant to § 2-575(b)(14).”

ROLL CALL VOTE

Motion: The Board moved to close the Open Session Meeting.
Moved by: Dr. Chanelle Roberts (Board Member)

Seconded by: Dr. Imani Lewis (Vice Chairperson)

Motion passed unanimously.

This concludes the Public Open Session of the meeting. The Board
will now move into the Closed Executive Session portion of the
meeting pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b) for the reasons
set forth in the motion.

OPEN SESSION BOARD REPORT
0S-0218-13 BOARD ACTION:

Board report, as appropriate, of actions taken during the Executive
Session.

Tiffany Johnson, Health Licensing Specialist, reported that the
Board approved one (1) application and closed no complaints
during the Executive Session of the meeting.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
0S-0218-14 MOTION TO ADJOURN

Motion: The Board moved to adjourn the Open Session Meeting
Moved by: Mrs. Brittany Campbell (Board Member)

Seconded by: Dr. Imani Lewis (Vice Chairperson)

Motion passed unanimously.

BOARD OF DENTISTRY MEETING MINUTES

February 18, 2026



DC HEALTH

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Health Systems & Preparedness
Administration

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints
arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.

This ends the Open Session Meeting
Open session adjourned at 5:28 PM
The next meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2026
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