Preventing Recreational Water DC|HEALTH
Illnesses at Splash PadS/Spray Parks GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

® Maintain water turnover times at 30 minutes or less
(for recirculating water sources).
Ensure drains are preventing standing water.
Develop and adhere to a regular maintenance,
cleaning and disinfection schedule.
Follow all manufacturer recommendations.
Develop a Water Management Program.
»  Overview of Water Management Programs

What are splash pads/spray parks? » Routine Environmental Sampling

Splash pads/spray parks are outdoor, aquatic play areas * Immediately clean and disinfect the splash pad/
equipped with devices that spray water (sprinklers, spray park if algae, biofilm, cloudy water, foul odor,
fountains, nozzles, water tables). Typically, little to no or debris are present.

standing water is present.

Recommendations for Use

e Stay out of the water if you have diarrhea.

e Shower before and after use.

® Do not drink or swallow the water.

e Take children on frequent bathroom breaks. Wash
hands thoroughly.

Change diapers frequently. Wash hands thoroughly.
Don’t sit or stand on jets.

Recommendations for Maintenance

e Conduct a daily pre-opening inspection, to verify
water quality parameters and disinfectant levels.

e Ensure adequate disinfectant and pH levels.
» 1.0 ppm minimum free chlorine (2.0 ppm if using

cyanuric acid) or 3.0 ppm minimum total bromine

» pH7.0-7.38
»  80ppm — 120ppm alkalinity

e Test free chlorine or total bromine and pH every 2-4
hours, while open.
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Legionellosis (Legionnaires’ disease and Pontiac fever)

DC Health is available to answer any questions. Please report all waterborne illnesses
(community.hygiene@dc.gov) and individuals diagnosed with Legionellosis
(legionella.epi@dc.gov)
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