Legionellosis Prevention:
Decorative Water Fountains

Did you know that decorative water fountains
can spread Legionellosis? Legionellosis refers
to two illnesses (Legionnaires’ disease and

Pontiac fever) that develop from exposure
to Legionella bacteria.

What are decorative water fountains?
Decorative water fountains are water features designed
for esthetic or dramatic effect.

Recommendations for Use
® Do not wade into the water.
® Do not drink or swallow the water.

Recommendations for Maintenance

® Develop and adhere to a regular maintenance,
cleaning and disinfection schedule.

® Monitor critical water parameters (temperature and
disinfectant residual), at least weekly.
»  Water temperature below 77°F
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Additional Resources:
o Legionellosis (Legionnaires’ disease and Pontiac fever
e Controlling Legionella in Decorative Fountains
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»  Disinfectant residuals:

=  For <5 gallons - 25 gallons: 3-5ppm free

chlorine for at least 1 hour per day
= For >25 gallons: 0.5ppm free chlorine for at
least 6 hours per day

Supply cold potable water below the favorable
range for Legionella (<77-113°F, 25-45°C).
Ensure proper water volume and flow, per
manufacturer recommendations.
Follow all manufacturer recommendations.
Avoid installing/placing decorative water fountains
in areas/facilities (healthcare or senior living
facilities) intended for use by people who have an
increased risk of Legionnaires’ disease.
»  Risk Factors
Develop a Water Management Program.
»  Overview of Water Management Programs
» Routine Environmental Sampling
Apply algaecide as needed.
Immediately clean and disinfect the decorative
water fountain if algae, biofilm, cloudy water, foul
odor, or debris are present.

DC Health is available to answer any questions. Please report all waterborne ilinesses
(community.hygiene@dc.gov) and individuals diagnosed with Legionellosis (legionella.epi@dc.gov)

to DC Health.
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